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VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT
RAILWAYS
100 YEARS OF SERVICE




NE hundred years of service has been given to the
people of this State by the Victorian Government
Railways.

It seems a long time since January 13, 1859, when the
first train ran on the Government lines, but there are
men in the Department who, themselves, have served for
50 of these 100 years ; many of you have given most of
your lifetime to that service.

Important changes have taken place ; great improve-
ments have been introduced and others are on the way.
But, with all the changes and improvements, the basic
factor underlying service is the human element.

Without the co-operation and devotion to duty of the
many thousands of railway men and women during that
100 years, we could not have built up such a huge industry
with- such a fine tradition.

Now, with ample resources of modern rolling stock and
other equipment, we are better fitted than ever to handle
an ever-growing volume of traffic.

And you—who are now in the service—can, with us,
begin the second century with hopes for building up an
even greater reputation for service.

Good luck—and good railroading.

W Chairman
W Deputy Chairman
MW . Commissioner

V.R. HISTORY IS
"ON THE WAY

PPROPRIATELY, this issue of

News Letter is largely devoted

to articles about some historical
features of the Victorian Government
Railways, the historv of which will be
published in book form.

* Ok %

The facts have been drawn from Mr.
Leo. Harrigan’s manuscript which is
expected to be published shortly. What
News Letter has this month gives only
a hint of the interesting story in the

book.
* % %

The proposed book, while dealing
with raillways from their inception in
this State, will be more concerned with
the first 100 years of Victorian Govern-
ment Railways. It will be complete
to January 13 and publication will be
as soon as practicable thereafter.

* Ok ¥

The Public Relations and Betterment
Board, Railways Offices, Spencer Street,
Melbourne, is continuing to list pros-
pective purchasers who will be advised
by letter as to price (possibly 25/- to
30/-) etc., as soon as such details are
known.

FRONT COVER

It is fitting that engine No. 1
should be given such prominence
in an issue largely given over to
the centenary of Victorian Go-
vernment Railways. (See Page
3 for a story about this famous
old locomotive).

HIS is the striking V.R.
Christmas card for 1958 ;

1

1tis 7" by 5”. The diesel-

electric locomotive outline is on
a green base; gold and black
lettering in the centre ; and the
old engine—the first of the
Victorian ~ Government Rail-
ways—is in blue, black and
gold on a yellow-ochre back-
ground.

The Victorian Ratlways News Letter



ESERVEDLY taking pride of place on front cover of
D this News Letter is engine No. 1 (without tender).

Besides having the proud distinction of being the first
engine owned and operated by the Victorian Government
Railways back in 1859, it is the only locomotive to have been
sold by the Department—and then to have come back into
the departmental family, and gone into service again.

RIGINALLY of the 2-2-2 type,

with 6 ft. 6 in. diameter driving

wheels, No. 1 engine was built
in 1857 by George England and Com-
pany, of the Hatchem Ironworks,
London.

September 16, 1858 was an important
day in its life, for it then ran from Wil-
liamstown to Maribyrnong River and
back on a test run in readiness for the
more spectacular job on January 13,
1859, when it hauled the special train
with guests to inaugurate the first Vic-
torian Government Railways to Wil-
liamstown.

Next 13 years were eventful in the
history of this famous old locomotive.
Re-numbered 1A, it was changed to
No. 12 in 1860. Re-built in 1872, it
emerged from the workshops with
several noticeable changes, including an
altered, higher chimney ; a steam dome;
large coupled driving wheels to make it
of the 2-4-0 type; and a cabin for
the engine crew.

CHANGING its identification number is nothing new to such a celebrated engine as No. 1.
as No, 528, and with a dlffere_nt wheel arrangement (2-4-0, instead of the original 2-2-2), it is
hauling a passenger train of the period.
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Four years later it was reported to
have put up what can only be an unbe-
lievably fine performance. It ran from
Echuca to Bendigo, a distance of 56
miles, in the amazingly short time of
56 minutes ! It was a journey of
mercy, for it carried men injured in the
collapse of the River Murray Bridge.

In 1890, the Victorian Government
Railways apparently had no further use
for this engine, because it was sold to
the Shire of Yarrawonga to run on the
17-mile Dookie-Katamatite tramway.
But in three years’ time, it was back on
the Victorian Government Railways
locomotive Register—and once again it
‘“hid ” its identity ; this time as engine
No. 528.

In 1895-96 this grand old engine was
hired to the Altona Bay Estate Company,
and finally—yes, finally—it disappeared
from the departmental records when
it was sold to Messrs. Rawdon & Baxter,
building contractors of South Australia,
in 1904.

Efforts have recently been made to
discover something of its whereabouts
in latter years. What happened 1s not
clear, but there may be some substance
in reports that it was sold for scrap in
1910.

By present-day standards of steam
locomotives, engine No. 1 was a frail
and humble power unit. Neither had
it any resemblanee whatever to the more
modern diesel-electric and mainline
electric locomotives which are putting
up such superlative performances for
the Victorian Railways.

Yet, fundamentally, engine No. 1
was the same as those mighty steam
locomotives. For all its odd appear-
ance and limitations, it was the pride of
the people as it began the first 100 years
of the Victorian Government Railways.

There will be many, today, who will
have a feeling almost of affection for a
splendid old engine which steamed so
tré'umphantly into history on Fanuary 13,
1859

Here,



PRIVATE MOTORISTS ARE
“TAKEN FOR A RIDE”™

OR every railwayman to
digest are the facts about
the way road transport

operates to the detriment of
the Railways. These were stres-
sed by Mr. G. F. Brown (Com-
missioner) in a recent talk to
the Australian Federated Union
of Locomotive  Enginemen.
From his address, the following
points have been extracted.

‘HE requirement of Section 92 of
the Federal Constitution that
‘“ trade, commerce and inter-
course among the States shall be abso-
lutely free >, has been interpreted by
the Courts to mean that no Government,
State or Federal, has the power to tax
or effectively control interstate trans-
port.

This means that heavy road transport
operating interstate cannot even be made
to pay normal registration fees and thus
avoids a fair charge for the use of the
State highways which it is congesting
and damaging.

It is true that the road operator, ex-
cept in South Australia, is required to
pay a road maintenance fee, but the
amount is not commensurate with the
damage that heavy vehicles cause to
highways.

Apart from legitimate inter-capital
traffic, a system of border ‘‘ hopping
has come into existence. Freight is
carried from Melbourne to a destination
in New South Wales adjacent to the
border and then returned to Victorian
towns under the guise of interstate
movement. Legality of this operation
has been challenged in the Courts, but
without success.

In addition, many operators of vehicles
holding “‘ as of right > licenses for the
carriage of fruit, live-stock and other
perishable goods within Victoria carry
as back loading general merchandise not
permitted under the licenses. This is
transported to a border town in an
adjoining State, from where it is con-
veyed to an Interstate destination or
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Mr. Brown

returned to Victoria. The fee for the
‘““as of right” licence is £2 and no
road maintenence fee is required.

To combat as far as possible this
‘“ pirating ”’ of purely Victorian traffic,
railway freight rates to towns many miles
from interstate borders were reduced
substantially.

Heavy hauliers contend that all petrol
tax should be spent on road maintenence
and claim that they pay more than their
fair share of road upkeep. The petrol
tax is only one of many taxes imposed
by the Commonwealth to provide finance
for governmental requirements.

Actually, the private motorist is being
““taken for a ride” by heavy truck
operators.

It has been estimated that a truck
with an all-up weight of 20 tons getting
eight miles to the gallon of petrol has
160 ton-miles of road use per gallon,
whereas a 30 cwt. car getting 20 miles to
the gallon has 30 ton—miles of road use.
The amount of road wear and tear
caused by a heavy truck measured in
terms of a gallon consumed, is many times
the wear and tear done by a light private

car. All road users, however, pay the
same amount of petrol tax on each
gallon of petrol purchased.

A great part of railway costs relates
to the construction and maintenance of
the permanent way, etc. The cost of main-
taining tracks and other essential faci-
lities for the operation of train services
in Victoria during the last financial year
totalled more than £6 million.

The heavy interstate haulier obtains
generous use of the road and places a
heavy burden of repair costs upon the
rest of the community.

Another point to remember is that
road hauliers are not common carriers.
They are able to select the class of goods
considered most profitable for haulage,
and the cities between which they desire
to operate.

Road operators would find it more
difficult to compete with the rail if they
all complied fully with industrial awards
and conditions. served both large and
small towns and were required to meet
all the obligations of a common carrier
in the same way as the Railways.

In recent years, Victorian Govern-
ments have authorized heavy expendi-
ture for the modernization of the railway
system. Diesel-electric locomotives,
latest types of freight wagons, some of
which are equipped with passenger-type
bogies enabling them to attain speeds of
up to 70 m.p.h., and many other improv-
ed items of rolling stock have greatly in-
creased the efficiency of the Victorian
Railways.

They now have the capacity to handle
not only the substantial volume of
traffic diverted to road in the early post-
war years when the system was not
geared to meet all demands, but also
to meet all requirements for freight and
passenger business.

While rail capacity is not being fully
used, Victoria is called upon to bear
the very heavy cost of road maintenance
for which the increasingly large numbers
of road vehicles engaged in intrastate
and interstate goods and passenger
traffic are mainly responsible. Many
of these vehicles are overloaded and
operate at excessive speeds.

The Victorian Railways News Letter
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S at January 13, 1959, three men
had been in the service for over
50 of the first 100 years of the
Victorian Government Railways. They
are : Messrs. A. W. Everson, Senior
Clerk, District Engineer’s Office, East-
ern District—>50 years 4 months 13 days ;
D. J. Patroni, Clerk, Medical Divi-

sion—>50 years 2 months 24 days ; and

L. T. A. Corkill, Senior Clerk, Metro.
District Engineer’s Office—50 vyears
1 month 13 days.

Closest to them in point of service
was Mr. L. J. Williamson, Comptroller

DISABILITY OVERCOME

OR two widely different reasons,
1908 was a memorable year for a
strong young lad, Don Patroni.

High up in the lofty tower of the Hotel
Federal, City, he had a ‘““marvellous ”
view of the massive, decorated American
Fleet then at Port Melbourne. ‘“ None of
my mates had that chance ”’, he chuckled.

And on October 21, 1908, he joined
the V.R. ‘““In those days”, Don
explained, ‘‘ you had to register for a
railway job at the old Labour Exchange
at the corner of Bourke and King
Streets, City. No need for staff ad-
vertising then. It was an honour—
and I mean that—to be working in the
railways. Neighbours really thought
you were someone !”

He started at the Newport Workshops.
His first job ? Heating nuts... But
when transferred to the drilling machine
shop he had the misfortune, in 1912,
to lose his left arm. “‘ 1 was off work
for about four months,” he said, ‘“and
1 was paid my wages of 3 /- a day, but
no workers’ compensation or medical or
hospital help. There were no such
generous laws for injured chaps, as now.”

Don was later transferred to the North
Melbourne Loco. Depot in, as he says,
* the golden era of steam, before the
electrics and diesels.” In 1938 he
started in the Medical Division as a
clerk assisting the doctors. In that
post he has become known to thousands
of V.R. men all over the State.

Though minus an arm, Don has
adapted himself in a remarkable way to
his disability. For instance, he has
played social cricket and football—and
““ dinkum ”’ snooker, his highest break
being a staggering 78. For many years,
at home, he has even chopped the wood . .

Asked how he felt as he approached
65 next month, Don replied earnestly :
““I'm as good as ever and could go on
for another five years at least.
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BROUGHT together for this historic picture are the three V.R. men with the
most years of service, as at January 13, 1959.

Arthur Everson, holder of the

‘“ title , is flankzd by Don Patroni (left) and Lou Corkill.

of Accounts, with 49 years 11 months
26 days. Next with 49 years 9 months
26 days is Mr. ]. Schou, Foreman
Printer of the Printing Works, North
Melbourne.

AUSPICIOUS BEGINNING

PEAKING almost as a sloganeer,
Arthur Everson grinned and said :

““I began in one o’ eightin nine-
teen o eight ©”  On September 1, 1908,
bluff but kindly Louis McClelland, then
Secretary for Railways, took Arthur by
the hand, led him to Room 108, Head
Office, and boomed at the door : “‘Here,
put this young splinter through his

hoops. ”’
In the Secretary’s Branch Corre-
spondence Registration Room as a

messenger, Arthur had an enviable re-
putation as a ‘‘ getter of previous
papers . He seemed to know what
everybody was doing in Head Office.
Another of his jobs was the delivery of
letters around the City. ‘‘ For this 7,
he says, ‘‘ I got a boot leather allowance
of 6d. a day, bringing my wages up to
2/6d.aday . ‘Twice avyear he delivered
railway timetables in the city in a horse-
driven cab. ‘ The other kids in 108
thought 1 was gadding about in a
present dav Cadillac, ”” he said.

Appointed a junior clerk in 1910 he
started in the Way and Works Branch
Staff Office under Mr. R. W. Easterby.
In 1915 he enlisted in the First A.LLF.
and served for four years. Returning
to the railways, he widened his clerical
experience in many city and country
parts of the Branch.

He is now Senior Clerk in the office of
the District Engineer, Eastern District.
‘“ As a boy travelling on the Brunswick
line ”’, Arthur said, ‘I got to know
another young railway chap named
Williamson. He’s done pretty well
for himself, as he has been Comptroller
of Accounts for nearly 22 years .

A foundation member of the V.R.I.
when it was formed in 1910, Arthur now
plays—and enjoys—bowls with Middle
Park. But in football, he barracks, not
for South, but for North Melbourne.
After all, he was born there. . .

No doubt there would have been many
more with half-a-century of service but
for the fact that, in several of the
Branches, the starting age was 15 or
over.

MOTHER KNEW BEST

N turf language, it was a photo-

finish whether Lou Corkill would

be a railwayman—or a jockey.
With his father a horse trainer, young
Lou loved horses and rode them in track
work at Flemington ; he had rosy
visions of riding Cup winners. DBut
Mother knew best. She wanted him
to go into the railways—and Mother,
persuasively, had her way.

Melbourne turned on a roasting
summer’s day for December 1, 1908,
when Lou reported for duty, little rea-
lizing that it began a SO-year stay with
the V.R.

He started in the old wooden Tele-
graph Office, Spencer Street, where the
Grill Room is now. Determined to get
on, he was on the permanent staff as a
junior clerk in the Way and Works
Branch in 1910.

From then until about 12 vears ago,
he figuratively roamed the State. The
list of country roadmaster’s works-
master’s and district engineer’s offices
he has worked in reads like an abridged
index to a railway time-table.

He has worked in all sorts of odd
places, some of them masquerading as
offices. For instance, at Eaglehawk he
found, to his astonishment, that the
office had been uprooted and was inside
a workmen’s sleeping car—a real office
on wheels. He is now Senior Clerk
in the Metro. D.E.’s office.

Because of his bovhood association
with horses, Lou has had a lifetime and,
very often, profitable interest in horse-
racing. ‘‘ In the railways, I have had
a good run for my money ”’, he says,
sticking to turf parlance, ** and on my
retirement this year I'll reckon I'm past
the winning post.”

Prospect in his retirement could not
be more attractive : it is a trip to New
York where his married daughter is
living.
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“ BEFORE AND AFTER ” plans on this page clearly indicate two of the important aspects of the work at Richmond.
Above, thick black lines represent the existing platforms—two island, flanked by two ‘‘ one-face " platforms—and the

original bridges crossing Punt Road and Swan Street.

To the left of Punt Road are the main sporting grounds ; to

reach them, passengers have to cross busy Punt Road.

OWARDS the close of the first 100 years of Victorian Government Railways
there was an event of great significance—completion on November 30 of the
first stage of the huge works at Richmond estimated to cost about £2} million.

ESIGNED to improve the capacity

of the system and to dovetail

into the proposed Melbourne
underground railway, the Richmond
works are the most important in the
suburban area for many years.

A new pair of tracks for the Sand-
ringham line, together with the modern,
£60,000 station buildings are now in
use ; next stage of the project—addi-
tional tracks for the Caulfield line—
is expected to be ready in March or
April.

What has already been done, com-
bined with the reconstruction of the
Punt Road and Swan Street bridges
and the track work in the area, gives the
travelling public a foretaste of the im-
proved facilities to cope with increasing
traffic.

NEW location of the five island platforms, providing ten faces are shown by thick black lines, straddling Punt Road.
Fronting Swan Street are the new station buildings ; leading from them are the main subway (which can also be
entered from the opposite side of station) and the ramps to the platforms. Additional entrances to the station are

v

shown at the left of the new platforms.

e

seramt
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Temporary Steps.
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RAILWAY works involving tracks always present the problem of how to keep traffic moving while the works proceed.

This plan illustrates what railway engineers have done at Richmond station. Accessibility to the new platform and

the original platforms is assured by the subway leading from the new station buildings. Barrier gates, train indicators,
etc., have been moved to the west end of each original platform.

The project at Richmond, with five
island platforms giving ten faces, to re-
place the original six faces, is neces-
sary to provide extra tracks for the
Caulfield and Box Hill lines. While
these additional tracks will greatly
benefit many thousands of suburban
travellers, they will also be of advantage
to country passengers travelling via
Richmond to the Gippsland and nearer-
hill centres.

Main entrance to the station is in
Swan Street to the west of the new
bridge over that street. Alternative
entrances will be provided—one by steps
and one by ramp—leading to the con-
course where the usual booking facili-
ties, staff room and conveniences are
provided.

From the concourse, a subway under
all tracks, will have ramps to the island
platforms. It will be connected on
the north side to Stewart Street, to
form a secondary entrance to the
station.

On the west side of Punt Road a
subway with ramps will give access to
the platforms and permit patrons from
the adjacent sports grounds, including
the Melbourne and Richmond Cricket
Grounds, to reach the station without
crossing the heavy traffic in Punt Road.

Because Richmond is a major inter-
change station for passengers trans-
ferring from one line to another, a centre
subway will connect platforms so that
those passengers may avoid the general
traffic into and out of the station.

Main and interchange subways will
be tiled throughout in grey, and ramp
or steps leading to each platform in
distinctive colours, to further help pas-
sengers identify platforms.

Four lock-up shops on the Swan
Street frontage of the new station build-
ings have been provided, as well as ample
storage space for railway use.
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TAKEN in 1905, this picture shows the Richmond station staff grouped on No. 1
Platform at a farewell to the retiring S.M. J. Kiernan, in the front row fourth
from the left.

£ s -

MELBOURNE end of the Richmond station in pre-electrification days, with

an E class engine drawing a train from the Frankston—Dandenong track,
Factories now front the street curving at left of picture.



FIRST stage of the Richmond pre
new station building, new platform
extra tracks, was brought into ope
on November 30 when trains used th
island platform.




Above : Island platform, with modern ‘ butterfly ” type verandah, for the Sandringham line, looking

towards South Yarra. Below : The old station building erected 99 years ago was, by modern standards,

cramped and gloomy ; it has been replaced by one featuring spaciousness, light and colour. From left is

the station building on Swan Street frontage ; one of a series of booking windows ; part of the concourse

which includes booking and parcels offices, kiosk and public telephones ; departmentally-operated kiosk
for newspapers, sweets, soft drinks, etc.




EXCITING
OPENING
OF FIRST
VIC. GOVT.
RAILWAY

Sir Henry Barkly, State Governor.

ANUARY 13, 1859 was a fine, mild day.
more : it was to be an historic day.
offices and the main business houses had declared a
* holiday to celebrate the official opening of the lines to *
Williamstown and Sunbury—the very beginning of Vic-
torian Government Railways’ operations in this State.

ONTRACTORS for the constru-

ction of the Sunbury line had

organized refreshments on a gen-
erous scale at Batman’s Hill station (now
Spencer Street). Their judgment was
not astray as the citizenry of Melbourne
had come in their thousands to witness
the official opening bv His Excellency
the State Governor (Sir Henry Barkly).
There were other celebrities, all of whom
were to travel by the special train.

Flags. streamers and greenery, which
effectively hid the stark structure of
timber and iron, festooned the station.
There was only one platform for traffic.
Completely roofed_over for its 540 ft.

10

length, it was built in the most modern
practice of those days.

Across from the station were the
engine and carriage sheds, while the
goods sheds were 300 yards further
down towards Flinders Street.

Arriving at the station punctually
at 10 a.m., the official party was received
by the Commissioner of Public Works,
Engineer-in-Chief of the Railway De-
partment and the Mayor of Melbourne.

After an address had been read by
the Town Clerk, the Governor entered
the saloon car of the train which had been
fitted with elaborate white furnishings.
Five other carriages were provided for
the guests.

It was far
Government

At 10.20 a.m. locomotive No. 1 be-
decked with flags, whistled and the
train then set out on its epoch-making
journey. Booming of guns from the
Volunteer Artitlery Battery on Batman'’s
Hill and the tumultuous cheering of the
crowd of onlookers, greeted the in-
auguration of Victorian Government
Railways.

By the time the Saltwater Bridge
over the Maribyrnong River was reached,
the train had accelerated to 25 miles
an hour and, when the village of Foots-
cray hove in sight, the passengers were
thrilled as the special train dashed
through at 30 miles an hour.

The Victorian Railways News Letter
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At Williamstown, the local people
had spared neither labour nor expense
to suitably celebrate the event. A
triumphal arch had been made of
Thompson  Street bridge. Covered
with flags, flowers and evergreens it
displayed a large banner: ‘‘ WEL-
COME, SIR HENRY BARKLY .

The uncompleted structure of Wil-
liamstown station had a large flower-
laden arch erected over its street en-
trance. A blue banner on the arch
depicted in gold a ship under sail and
a locomotive with the motto, ‘‘Advance
Williamstown ™.

Nearly all Hobson's Bay was crammed
with more than 70 sailing vessels, all
gaily and colourfully dressed with flags.
The steam sloop, Victoria, commanded
by Commander W. H. Norman, had its
crew manning the rigging.

As the train carrying the official party
came into view at Williamstown, two
Fort Gellibrand batteries thundered a
19-gun salute. The Governor and his
party descended from the train at
Williamstown and were greeted by the
Municipal Chairman.

Official’s Dilemma

Outside the station, on a crimson-
draped dais, were many leading citizens ;
the Williamstown Artillery Corps formed
a guard of honour. Unfortunately for
the dignity and importance of the pro-
ceedings, portion of the dais collapsed
while the Municipal Clerk was reading
the address of welcome.

Undeterred by what can be imagined
to be a most upsetting occurrence, he
resumed his address, while the remaining
section of the dais disintegrated. Still
unruffled, he finished reading the speech
from the ground.

For the Williamstown guests, an
additional carriage was put on the train.
The engine was changed over to the
other end, and the train then left for
Sunbury via Footscray, to the accom-
paniment of a shattering salute from the
guns of the Victoria.

At 12.30 p.m., Sunbury greeted the
train’s arrival with a salute from a battery
of howitzers. The party then walked
to Jackson’s Creek where, after coins
and newspapers had been placed in the
excavation beneath it, the foundation
stone of the viaduct was ceremoniously
laid.

But all was not well, for anxiety was
now felt because of the non-arrival of
two more trains from Melbourne, each
bringing additional guests. When the
trains eventually arrived, it was found
that the driver of the leading one was
unable to keep steam in the locomotive
at the proper pressure. As a result,
on three or four occasions the passengers
assisted the train over inclines by

. getting out and pushing.
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fOn and after Monday, 17th January, trains ,will
work as follows : —

MELBOURNE AND WILLIAMSTOWN.
WEEK DAYS, : '
' Leave Melboume... .5:30. 9-30, 10-39, 11:32, 12:30,
2-30, 3: 39 5, 6
lelmmstown, 8-39, 9: 30, '10 30, 11-30, 12 30
2 :.)O, o' Qﬂ 5 6
RUNDAYS.
_Leave'I..{elbom-ne....10é 5;30,, 2-30, 3:39
. - {

"
4:30, 5:30,

3]

6-30.

FABES, EACH WAY.

First-classsingle ticket ceseve

Sccond do do iiase sog00000

Flrst dO return do sedesscave

S€60nddOdO..-.o.o---oonooo

Passengers not booked to intermediate s
further notice.

RORD P B
oW

«<r

MELBOURNE AND GEELONG.

ON WEEK DAYS ONLY,
Leave Melbourne,.oseeceoe? 43, 12:45, 4:45.
Geelong .ooooo‘too.o? 35- 1& 35 4 35
By ord y,

"

38 261

THIS historic advertisement appeared in the Melbourne newspapers on

January 15, 1859, to give prominence to the first Victorian Government

Railways’ train service, beginning two days later. It will be noticed that

the departure times at both terminals are virtually identical. Flaw in the

advertisement is ‘“ Fares, Each Way ’’ as it tabulates the return fares but,

then, who are we to be critical of another generation of advertising copy-
writers.

Finally, at 4 p.m., about 1,500 guests On their return to Melbourne,

Willi amstown, 9-3J, 1-30, 2 30, 3-30, 4:3), 630,

&tions until |

“JOBEPH w.mn. s.mmy., l

the

settled down to an excellent repast in
the elaborately decorated Sunbury work-
shops of the construction contractors.
To the music of the 40th Regimental
Band, vast quantities of food and liquor
were consumed. The navvies who had
built the railway celebrated by roasting
two bullocks whole.

guests were further entertained at a ball
at the Exhibition Buildings the follow-
ing evening, again at the expense of the
contractors. By Saturday morning the
festivities had finally subsided and the
Victorian Government Railways were

ready for business.
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IRST surveys of proposed

Government railways in Vic-

toria were made on horse-
back. 'They were under the super-
vision of Mr. George C. Darby-
shire. Copies of his hand-written
reports, in a book recently found
in the Melbourne Goods Depot,
portray some of the difficulties he
and his men encountered.

HEN the Victorian Government

Railways were formed in 1856

to take over the uncompleted
works of private railway companies,
the first appointment made was that of
Mr. Darbyshire to the position of
Engineer-in-Chief.

Mr. Darbyshire
Government service

entered the
1853

had
in  August

in the Surveyor’s General Department.
As District Surveyor at Williamstown
he, with Mr. A. Galt (a Melbourne ac-
countant), was responsible for examining

MEN like these were amongst the groups of surveyors and assistants who

Mr. George C. Darbyshire

the works and finances of the Melbourne,
Mount Alexander and Murrav River
Railwav Company before the Govern-
ment took control of it.

He gained valuable experience on
railway work in 1855, when the Surveyor-
General. Captain Andrew Clarke, R.E.,
placed him in charge of 16 survey parties.
He was given authority to examine the
central portion of the Colony with a view
to building 200 route miles of railway
track.

blazed the trail for Victorian Government Railways.
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By the end of 1855 the parties had
surveyed 600 miles. covering lines from
Melbourne to Sandhurst (Bendigo)
and Echuca. Geelong to Ballarat, Mel-
bourne to Ballarat, and Ballarat to
Maryborough and Castlemaine, all with
deviations and alternative routes, be-
sides cross country connexions from one
line to another. In addition. a line from
Melbourne to beyond Seymour was
marked out.

With the growth of the railways
by 1860, the position of Engineer-in-
Chief was filled by Mr. W. Elsdon,
while Mr. Darbyshire continued in
control of surveys.

Mr. Darbyshire’s reports of the
1881-1882 period included the Kyneton,
Heathcote, Fern Tree Gully, Mirboo
North, Korong Vale and Koroit areas.

His report of November 24, 1881,
is of special interest today, since it dealt
with the relative merits of Spring Vale,
Dandenong and Ringwood as potential
rail terminii from which to construct
a line to Fern Tree Gully.

While recommending Ringwood as the
best connecting point, Mr. Darbyshire
said that it would do little to serve the
Dandenong to Fern Tree Gully area
which was more densely settled at the
time.

It would appear, therefore, that there
was a strong possibility at that time that
instead of being built from Ringwood,
the line to Fern Tree Gully could have
been constructed from Spring Vale.

Since those early days the Victorian
Railways’ track mileage has increased
to cover 4,000 miles, a monument to
railway surveyors.

The Victorian Railways News Letter



OFFICIALS of the Engineer-in-Chief’s Branch in 1862, the period dealt with in the Report.

INCE November 8, 1862, the Victorian Railways Department
has submitted an annual report on its operation to the govern-

ment of the day.

The first report, which bears the signature

of the then responsible Minister,Mr. W. H. F. Mitchell, Commis-
sioner of Railways and Roads, was sent to His Excellency the
Governor of Victoria, Sir Henry Barkly, K.C.B..

R. Mitchell was extremely forth-
right in his remarks on the
difficulties facing the newly es-
tablished Department ; his analysis of
the staff situation and the basis on which
rates were established are interesting.

Dealing with the problem of building
up staff he writes : ‘‘ In connexion with
this part of the subject, I cannot refrain
from adverting to the difficult and dis-
agreeable duty which has fallen upon me
and the officers of the department.

““ Where so large an establishment had
to be created, it naturally followed that
the number of applicants for employ-
ment has been overwhelming.

‘“ All classes of the community have
been put under requisition for recom-
mendations for railway employment, and
in the majority of cases they have been
on behalf of persons not qualified for the
ordinary struggles of life, but who have
had to plead that if they could not get
on the railways their large families
must starve.

‘“ Under such circumstances, it ad-
mitted of apprehension that the railway
service whch called for the employment
of the ablest of our population, might
become the refuge for incapable objects
of charity or interest.

Fanuary 1959

““ The difficulty has been in a great
measure met by the employment, in the
first instance, of all persons on probation.
Itis true that this has thrown upon parti-
cular officers the odium of reporting
persons as unfit, but I am glad to be
able to say that the duty, however dis-
agreeable, has been performed firmly
and properly.”

In setting out the basis on which
fares had been computed, he makes a
comparsion between the systems of
England, America and Victoria, pointing
out that entirely different conditions
existed in the relatively densely popu-
lated areas served by railways in Eng-
land and the sparsely populated, unde-
veloped country which would be served
by the Victorian Railways.

Referring to American railways, he
quotes figures for the year 1861 which
showed that, of the 130 railways operat-
ing in that country, 73 did not pay any
dividend, 43 paid from 2 to 4 per cent,
while the remainder paid from 44 to 7 per
cent.

English railways of the time charged
21d. per mile first class and 13d. per mile
second class. The Victorian fares were
34d. and 24d. respectively. In making
comparsions, Mr. Mitchell pointed out

that an English labourer receiving
2 /6d. a day would have to pay 7/33d.,
or nearly three days’ pay, to travel 50
miles, whereas his counterpart in Vic-
toria receiving 7/— a day would only
have to pay 11 /6d., or little more than
a day and half’s work, for the same
distance.

As to the equity of the fares being
charged, he states that local carriers
at that time were charging 7d. a mile
as against 23d. a mile for railway pas-
sengers while goods were carried for 1 /2d.
a ton per mile as compared with 5d. a
ton on the railways.

Mr. Mitchell’s report finally pays
a nice tribute to the administration :

‘“The traffic arrangements as now
carried out—although under no ordinary
circumstances of difficulty—reflect the
highest credit upon the branch of the
department.

‘“ As responsible Minister I cannot
claim for myself any share of what is
due to the officers charged with admini-
stration, nevertheless it is satisfactory
to know that such vigor and capacity
are displayed in our railway management
as will challenge comparsion with any
other railway service, and only need in-
quiry to be appreciated by the public.”
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Enriched By Overseas Trip

O have been shown over a nuclear
power house under construction
in England and to see some of the

difficulties and problems of such a
modern venture was the enviable ex-
perience of Assistant Engineer Laurie
Murphy, of the Newport Workshops
Laboratory.

He recently returned from England
where he was on a 12 months’ Engineering
Training Scholarship awarded to him by
the Federation of British Industries,
in conjunction
with the Com-
monwealth Gov-
ernment. He
studied railway
workshop me-~
thods and prac-
ticess. Only a
few other Aus-
tralians shared
in this engineer-
ing experience
‘plum’ last year.
It was. therefore,
a tribute to
Laurie’s ability
and potential
that has hould
been selected.

While in England, his main objectives
were railway rolling stock construction
and maintenance centres although he

Mr. Murphy

had ample opportunties to visit other
workshops of interest. He spent six
months at the huge Birmingham works
of Metropolitan Cammell Carriage &
Wagon Company. He ‘‘executed his
duties satisfactorily in every position ‘,
said the Company in a letter to the De-
partment.

From a railway viewpoint, highlight
of the trip was seeing the construction
of 2,000 h.p. diesel-hydraulic loco-
motives. He saw them in the running
sheds, too, and travelled on them in

service.

In his opinion, the Australian engineer-
ing industry is abreast with its English
counterpart although, i many cases,
production methods vary, due to differ-
ent requirements. In England 1t is
far more comprehensive, with its range
of works and products. One difference
he noted was that the whole of the
industry in England is on some form of
piece work.

Laurie joined the V.R. in 1940 as an
apprentice fitter and turner. He was
in the RAAF for 2% vears, and after
returning to the railways he was granted
two years’ leave of absence to complete
his Engineering Fellowship Diploma at
the Royal Melbourne Technical College.

Garden For Gardiner, Now

OR Mr. J. J. Gardiner, Rolling

Stock Accountant, Christmas Eve

was his 65th birthday and the end
of his 48 years’ service. For 24 years
he had been the Branch financial expert,
the last 10 covering the implementation
of the £80 million Operation Phoenix
plan, in its locomotive, car, wagon and
workshops aspects.

In 1910 he started at the North Mel-
bourne Truck Shops a career which
later gained him invaluable experience
as a relieving clerk at metropolitan and
country depots. Between 1918-1925
he was personal clerk to the then Chief
Mechanical Engineer, Mr. A. E. Smith,
with whom he got an intimate insight
into branch administration.

Nineteen hundred and twenty-six was
a notable year for Mr. Gardiner. He
then qualified as an accountant with
the Federal Institute of Accountants ;
in doing so, he had the distinction of
scoring the highest marks in Australia.

After so many years of activity re-
volving around pounds, shillings and
pence in their millions, Mr. Gardiner
wryly admits he is quietly looking for-
ward to the serenity of his garden.

Gales Blow OQut

ANY having business with the

Railway Printing Works heard

with regret that on December
16 Sub-foreman Les Gale retired after
47 years’ service. Through him, for
some time, have passed thousands of
jobs into and from all sections of the
works. IL.es was always ready with
his great experience to help novices in
the printing trade.

His retirement terminated a con-
tinuous ‘‘ Gale ”* link with News Letter
and the former Viectorian Railways
Magazine, as he, his father and his
brother always had something im-
portant to do with those journals.

While a First A.LLF. man, Les tried
himself out in the boxing ring as a
welter-weight. Later, he had some
fights at the Melbourne Stadium, but
he smilingly confesses he has no press
cuttings to prove he had even remotely
resembled a world beater.

He did much better at week-end
fishing in Port Phillip Bay. It is still
his passion, and there are unreliable
reports that the snapper, hearing he
would have more time with the line,
began taking evasive action from De-
cember 17,

Year, Career Ended

ECEMBER 31 was not only the
end of 1958, it was also the last
day in the V.R. of Senior Clerk

Tom Hunter, of the Newport Work-
shops.

In that post, he had been the Mana-
ger’s chief administrative assistant at
one of the largest workshops of its kind
in the Southern Hemisphere. It em-
ploys an average of 3,000 men in a great
variety of occupations. For 10 years
before he had been Principal Time-
keeper at the ‘Shops. Altogether he
had more than 48} years of varied
suburban and country service in the
Rolling Stock Branch.

A tribute to his all-round knowledge
of departmental apprenticeship require-
ments and, above all, a fitting finale
to his career was his appointment in
November as the Rolling Stock Branch
representative on the Apprentices Se-
lectors’ Board. It recently completed
choosing lads to start this month.

Mr. Zelesco

Saved Woman
~OR a Greek woman who ran and
foolishly tried to join a swing-door
St. Kilda train moving from
Flinders Street last month, it was fortu-
nate that Italian Station Assistant,
Eminrio Zelesco was nearby. Other-
wise there could have been tragic re-
sults.

Pushing her young son into a com-
partment, the woman then slipped,
knee-high, between the platform and
the train, and was in grave danger of
serious injury or, possibly, losing her
life. Eminrio quickly Jleapt to her
assistance and pulled her clear, with
a slightly bruised ankle the only result.

The Victorian Railways News Letter
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Serviceton’s Merretts

IONEER family of Serviceton,

the Merretts are well represented

in both farming and transport
spheres. Senior member of the railway
fraternity is Repairer H. A. (‘‘Stockie”)
Merrett whose nickname happily de-
scribes him.  Full of good humour,
““ Stockie ** admits to living in Service-
ton all his life. Wheat lumping took up
30 years of his existence ; the other 15
years have been on track work.

In his younger days he played foot-
ball in the Serviceton district and self-
consciously admits to having partici-
pated in one Wimmera Leagus cham-
pionship.

Repairer Claude Merrett, who has
been five years at Serviceton, has been
in Wimmera League football for 22
years—and 400 games.

Playing cricket for Wolseley, on the
South Australian side of the border,
Claude has collected the trophy for the
best fielder for the last three years.
He was successful when he tried boxing.
Fighting as a lightweight he had four
wins out of four fights; he then re-
tired.

Foil, Epee or Sabre

HE three divisions of fencing

taught at the Fencing Club are

foils, epeeand sabres—named ac-
cording to the weapon used.

Foils-fencing uses the lightest weapon
and hits on the body only are counted.
A heavier weapon is used In epee-
fencing. This branch attempts to
reproduce the conditions of actual
duelling in which hits on any part of
the person are counted.

In sabre-fencing, both the edge and
point are used-—the other two varieties
use the point only.

The Club provides all equipment.
Classes are held in the V.R.L. hall at
Flinders Street on Mondays, Wednes-
days and Fridays from 5.30 to 7.30 p.m.

Forsook Horses for

HEN News Letter visited Service-
ton recently, a closely kept
race track secret was revealed
for the first time. It was discovered
that Goods Guard Bill Johnson had
once been apprenticed as jockey to a
trainer, the late Mr. Mick Fraser.

Among his mounts were Sea Beau
and Summer Lace for Mr. Basil Con-
aghan. The greatest horse he ever rode
was Tranquil Star.

“Test’”” Atmosphere

FTER a depressing winter and
early spring, V.R.I. Cricket As-
sociation officials were hopeful that

the months ahead would be warm and
sunny for the 1958-59 series of games.

Teams from Flinders Street, Mel-
bourne Yard, Loco., Geelong and
Stores will compete in an atmosphere
‘“every bit as keen as any Test match
as one enthusiastic cricketer said. With
Stores in the competition, two two-day
games will be played each week—on
Tuesdays and Thursdays at Royal Park.
Geelong will play all games (one-day)
on Sundays, ‘‘ away ”’ fixtures being at
the Spotswood Oval.

Fixtures for the season extend from
October 12 to March 17.

Cricket Ladder, Performances

UST before this edition went to

J press, the premiership ladder in

the Cricket Association was : Loco,

13 points; Flinders Street, 11; Stores, 5;
Geelong, 8 ; and Melbourne Yard, nil.

There have been some splendid per-
formances by nine batsmen, who have
each topped the 50-mark. Details are :
R. Dawson (Melb. Yd.) 72 ; K. Cor-
mick (Flinders—st.) 71; G. Southern
(Flinders-st.) 69 ; W. Carson (Loco.)
63 ; M. Flavell (Melb. Yd.) and G.
McLean (Stores) 60 each ; J. Williamson
(Flinders-st.) 69 ; R. Paley (Geelong)
55 ; and L. Balcombe (Flinders-st.) 53.

Seven bowlers have put up some
sterling efforts for their clubs with R.
Paley . (Geelong) taking 13 wickets (in-
cluding a hat-trick) for only 31 runs.
Jack Culliver (Stores) was not far behind
for he captured 19 wickets for 106 runs
in three games. J. Williamson (Flinders-
st.), took 6 for 35; G. Kruss (Flinders-
st.) 5 for 17 ; W. Carson (Loco.) 5 for
40 ; R. Dyson (Flinders-st.) 5 for 39 ;
and D. Dingey (Loco.) 6 for 19.

“Iron Horse"

Before he entered the Army in World
War II, Bill rode on Melbourne tracks.
After his return to civilian life he
concentrated on country courses for a
number of years and then decided that,
with increasing weight, the railways
offered security.

During his railway career Bill has been
at  Wodonga, Melbourne Yard and
finally at Serviceton where he con-
centrates on carpet bowls and gardening.

Branch

of Stores
cricket team in the V.R.I. competitions
Jim Culliver is a clever left-arm spin

VICE-CAPTAIN

bowler. He has played in Victorian
teams at three railway carnivals.

Country Weeks

OUR Country Sports Weeks have
been arranged for 1959, and every-
one hopes for an over flow of
entries as these Weeks are notable not
only for some splendid individual
efforts but also for the social contacts

they offer. Details are :
Cricket . March 2-6.
Tennis »  9-13.
Bowls . 16-20.
Golf . Sept.  7-10.

All country members of the V.R.I.
who play any of these sports are invited
to participate. Further particulars are
obtainable from Country Centre Sec-
retaries or from myself at the V.R.L
Melbourne.

Some entries will be closing at the end
of this month.

Golf

ECENTLY, 35 metropolitan and
42 country players took part
at the Midlands Golf Club, Bal-
larat, for the President’s and Captain’s

Trophies. It was an excellent fixture
over 18 holes. Winners were :
President Trophy ... F. Kramer,
Woodend
Captain’s ” . R. Hallett
(Metropolitan)

Ballarat VRI Trophy B. Cabrie
(Metropolitan)

. Mrs. E. Hallett
(Metropolitan)

Ladies Trophy
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Terminating dates of Pay Fortnights shown in Blue
Public Holidays shown thus— O
JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH

Sun. |...[4111825] 1|8 15/22 ...\ ...} 1] 815 22|29 .

Mon. |... § 1218262 9 1623 .. ..}2 (B)1623 30)...

Tues. |... 6 13120 27|3 |10 17 24|... ...|3 10/17/24@1) .

Wed. |...| 7 1421 28} 4 1118 25, |4

Thur. }(1) 8 15 22 29] 5 |12/19 2.5

Fri. {(2)9 1623 30/ 6 12 20 z7ﬁ... ..|s

sat. | 371017 2431 7/14/2128 ... .| 7

APRIL MAY

Sun. {... 5]12/19/26{...[ 3 10 1724;31

Mon. |... 6 1320 27|... 4 11!18 250...| 1

Tues.|...| 714121 28]...|5/1219/26 ... | 2

Wed. | 18 1522 29|...| 6 1320 27/...] 3 |10[17 24 ...| ..

Thur. |21 9 1623 30)...| 7 |14 21 28 ...| 4

Fri. {3(10/17/24 ...01|8(152229 .05 121926 ... ...
|Sat. | 4(11/18@5)...f 2/ 91623 30..| 6

| JuLY AUGUST

| sun. [...]5]12/19/26|...] 2 | 9 [16]23]30]...

| Mon. |...| 6 (13120 27|...| 3 |10/17 24|31]...

| Tues.|...| 7 1421/28|...| 4 {11/18{25 .| 1

Wed. [ 181522 29|...|5(12/19(26 ...| 2| 9 |16/23

| Thur. |29 (16/2330].../ 6 [13/20/27...| 3 |10 17/24]

| Fri. |3 10 17 24(31|...| 7 142128  ...|4 1118 25
[Sat. (4 1118/25..|1|815/2228..[ 5121926 ... .
| OCTOBER |  NOVEMBER DECEMBER
Sun. [ 74T1118125] 118 152229 ...1..[ 6/13/20°27 .
[Mon. |...|512/19 26|29 1612330 .. .| 7/14 2128 .
| Tues.|...| 6 13)20/27|3 )10 1724 ...|...| 1 8[15 2229/ .|
| Wed. |...| 7 14|21 28/ 4 111825/... ...|2/9 16

| Thur. | 1 8 |15/22/29] 5 12{19/26... ...| 3 |10 17

Fri. |2 9(16/23/30[6 13/2027... ...} 4 11/18/25)...
|sat. | 310/ 1724/ 317 | 1421 28)...] ... 5 12/19| Q9
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‘Brickbat and—Bouquet
OW one lady passenger on a rail-
way tram experienced two com-
pletely different standards of
service was disclosed in a letter to the
Department last month.

‘When tendering the fare to the city
from Elwood, she went out of her way
to explain why she had only pennies
for it. Despite this, the conductor
“ very rudely and vociferously refused
to accept the pennies.” She said he
was disgustingly rude.

Going to the end of the tram, she
again explained the position to another
conductor who ‘‘was most courteous
and complied immediately by accepting
the pennies.” She said he was a credit
to the Department.

Added the writer : ““ Both of these
men are New Australians. 1 can now
understand why boorish behaviour on
the part of one man induces antagonism
on the part of some people to all New
Australians. This of course is unfair.”

Give It A Name

“ RAIL-PAK * has been adopted
by the Department to describe
the co-ordinated rail-road traffic
using trays, containers, tanks and
similar pre-packed freight units.
Almost 100 titles were suggested
following the News Letter quest
(September and November). In-
cluded were some very similar to
that adopted—* Rail - O - Pak 7,
“ Rail- A-Pak ”, “ Rail - Road -
Pak ”’ and “Rail - Road - Pack”.

Winner of the £10 award is Mr.
L. J. Oliver, of North Fitzroy.

“ Resoing ' Through North-east
USINESSMEN, bankers, farmers,
graziers and representatives from
other city and country interests

are presented with the chance of seeing

the chief features of north-eastern Vic-
toria on the Reso Train between March

1—6. Living in superlative comfort

on the famous train throughout the week,

Resonians will visit Wodonga, Rutherglen

Bright, Wangaratta, Euroa and Shepp-

arton.

From those points the party will have
memorable close-ups of the mighty
Hume Dam at Albury, wine cellars,
Mt. Buffalo National Park, the Kiewa

Hydro-electric  scheme, wooilen and
rayon mills, sheep stations and the
British Commonwealth’s largest fruit

cannery, as well as irrigated properties
from which fruit is produced prolific-
ally.

An inclusive fare of £38 will cover
rail travel (with meals and sleeping
berths), and motor coach travel, together
with the services of experts and litera-
ture to amplify a succession of activities
which give the north-east such signi-
ficance in the State’s overall prosperity.
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‘ Efficient Planning”’

IGH praise from General Motors
I | Holdens Limited for the way

the Department planned and
carried out the movement of nearly
8,000 people by ordinary and special
trains to the Company’s Children’s
Christmas Party at Dandenong on
Sunday, December 14 was contained
in a letter to the Commissioners.

On the outward journey, 17 trains
were run to the Company’s platform,
a few miles beyond Dandenong, be-
tween 9.30 am. and 2 p.m.. Some
trains were then returned to service ;
others were ‘ parked” on the main
line. For the return trip, the trafhc
was spread over about two hours and
13 trains were used.

The letter from the Company said :
‘““The smoothness with which this
large group of people arrived and
departed highlights the eflicient plan-
ning on the part of vour staff and made
a major contribution to the success of
this function.”

Misguided Talk

O say, as a Victorian country

councillor was reported last month

to have done, that ‘‘ freight rates
were the greatest cause of the failure
of decentralization and were also the
reason why country industries, such as
flour mills, had to curtail their activities *’
is just not true.

It cannot be too strongly stressed or
too widely known that many and varied
rail freight concessions are given ex-
pressly for the purpose of stimulating
secondary industries outside the metro-
polis.

Quite apart from its overall policy of
promoting the prosperity of the State as
a whole, the Department has a logical,
commonsense expectation about the de-
centralization of industry. In short, as
it gives concessions on the haul into
country factories, so it hopes to be the
principal transporter of the finished
products.

In other words, it aims for two-way
traffic. 1t's as simple as that.

Rail Safer Than Road

NSURANCE companies are naturally

cautious in assessing their financial

obligations under various tyvpes of
policies. Especially is this the case
with fatal accidents.

It is not surprising, therefore, that
in The Sun News-Pictorial insurance
scheme for registered readers only
£100 is paid in the case of a fatal road
accident.

Contrast that relatively small sum
with what an insured person gets, under
the same scheme, if a train is involved.
If the reader and his wife or both the
reader and husband are killed as a result
of a train accident, the sum payable

is £3,000.

Workshops Will Be Busy

EPARTMENTAL Workshops will

play a major role in the building

of the next batch of 30 ““ Harris *’
trains comprising 90 motor coaches and
120 trailer cars. The 120 trailer cars
will be built in departmental Workshops
as will the bogies for both motor coaches
and trailer cars. The tender of Martin
& King Pty. Ltd. of Victoria, has been
accepted for the construction of the 90
motor coaches without bogies.

Equipment and fittings common to
both types of cars will be manufactured
or bought in bulk by the Department
and those required for the 90 motor
coaches will be supplied to the contractor.
The English Electric Co. of Aust. Pty.
Ltd. is the successful tenderer for the
supply of sets of electrical equipment for
the 210 cars.

The new trains will cost approxi-
mately £74 million and assembly will
begin within 18 months. Each car will
seat 515 passengers compared with 465
in the existing *“ Harris ”’ trains and they
will be fitted with independently ope-
rated doors.

In general they will replace the old
““swing door >’ cars.

Tourist Bureaux
ONTROL, by the V.R. of the
Victorian Government Bureau
1s expected to pass to the Tourist
Development Authority on Aprnl 35
(see N.L. Nov. ’58).

New South Wales Railways, on the
other hand, recently established a Rail-
way Travel Bureau at Central Station,
Sydneyv. Although primarily for the
promotion of rail travel throughout New
South Wales and to the various Aust-
ralian States, the Railway Travel Bureau
will function on an “all transport”
basis. Special tours will be arranged or
holidays planned with complete itinera-
ries, including the reservation of accom-
modation anywhere in Australia. The
Bureau has been appointed agent for
practically the whole of the accom-
modation houses on Queensland’s Gold
Coast.

For businessmen there is a special
telephone service, under which return
rail bookings to any station in Aust-
ralia will be made, with hotel accom-
modation arranged and for the tickets
to be delivered at the client’s office.
There is no extra charge for these
services.

FRONT COVER

G.T.V. 9s drama series Emerg-
ency includes Spirit of Progress
in a scene to be telecast on March
2. Here Bill Jansen films actress
Golda Prince at Spencer Street
station as she ‘‘ comm=nces her
search for her husband and child.”

The Victorian Railways News Letter



ELTHAM LINE’S
SPECTACULAR
TIMETABLE, NOW

HAT time-tabling im-

provements can be made

with a small duplication
of asingle line was strikingly
demonstrated in  December
when, between Heidelberg and
Macleod, a portion of the track
was duplicated.

As a result, stations beyond
Heidelberg now have their total
number of trains each week in-
creased by 61 on the ‘up’ and
76 on the ‘ down’ journey.

AT this junction between the single and
double-line on the Heidelberg-Macleod
section, the power signal lever is of the

dual control type.
operation in the event of an electric power

OTH peak and off-peak travellers,
as well as those using the line on
Saturdays and Sundays, past Hei-

delberg, are warmly appreciating the
greatly improved train services.

Before the extra section of track was
put down, every third train in the off-
peak period from the city ran beyond
Heidelberg ; now, every second one does.

This extra service, combined with the
attractive one-class off-peak conces-
sional fares, is expected to lead to a
steady grovwth of traffic in an area where
population is expanding.

Hurstbridge is 224 miles from the
city. Although a double line is laid as
far as Heidelberg, there is a single-line
546 ft. long bridge (built in 1888) be-
tween Clifton Hill and Westgarth.

Except for recent partial duplication
aproaching Macleod, there is a single
line only between Heidelberg and Hurst-
bridge, including a 222 ft. long tunnel,
which was built in 1902.

For many years, these two structures

and the single line section have frus-
trated time-tables officers in their efforts

February 1959

It allows for manual

failure.

progressively to improve train services
to meet growing traffic. Though con-
scious of the obstructions to better time-
tabling, the Department cannot contem-
plate converting them to double-track
because of the heavy cost.

With further growth of traffic on the
line bevond Heidelberg, it is the inten-
tion to extend duplication from Macleod
in stages.

Addition of the new track between
Heidelberg and Macleod has involved
the building of an extra platform at
Rosanna station.

This extra track highlighted how the
Department has provided for the changed
track conditions over the double-line
section, which now allow for trains,
running in both directions, possibly
meeting at the two level crossings,
simultaneously.

To cope with the position in this area,
flashing lights have replaced wig-wags
at Lower Plenty Road, on the ‘ down’
side of Rosanna, and at Ruthven Street,
near Macleod, which was an open
crossing.

Because the junction between double
and single line was so remote from the
signal bay in the Heidelberg station, it
was necessary to provide for power-
operated points and crossings at that
junction.

This obviated the building and man-
ning of a signal box, resulting in sub-
stantial annual savings to the Depart-
ment.

Next work will be the provision of an
island platform at Eltham, by extending
the present dead-end track to link with
the main line. This will have a three-
fold benefit. It will :

e curtail train crossing delays and
thus reduce overall travelling
times to and from the city ;

e simplify movements of trains
terminating and starting at El-
tham ; and

e by providing extra roads on the
opposite side of Eltham station,
permit more efficient stabling of
trains awaiting re-entry into
traffic.



First “ Tait” car train, drawn by a ‘ DDE' eungine.

TWO FORMER

CHAIRMEN HONOURED

IFTY years ago, the first Tadt sliding door, centre pas-
F sageway, suburban rail carriage made its appearance.
Representing a radical change from the then existing
suburban stock, it was named in honour of Canadian-born Mr.
(later Sir) Thomas Tait, who was Chairman of Commissioners

between 1903 and 1910.

term of office.

It had been designed during his

Now, those red and grey cars are gradually being joined
in service by the modernly-designed blue and gold Harris

Tratns.

They, too, are named after a former Chairman of

Commissioners (1940-50), Mr. N. C. Harris, who had been
appointed a Commissioner in 1933.

’ ESEARCH into the history of the
Tait car revealed the little-known
fact that, at the same time as it

was being designed, the then Commis-

sioners had decided that longer cars
were the solution to the problem of
growing traffic. Concurrently with the
building of the new cars, arrangements
were, therefore made to lengthen and
strengthen the existing suburban pass-
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enger cars from 45 ft. to approximately
57 ft. “This would ”, they said,
¢ provide two extra compartments for
each vehicle, and increase the seating
capacity.”’

Lengthening was done, over a number
of years, to approximately 200 cars. At
the same time, the cars were strength-
ened and improvements made to bogies,
underframes, etc.

The Commissioners also pointed out,
at that time, that ‘ these lengthened
cars will be suitable for electric traction
should suburban lines be electrified.”

Continued phenomenal yearly in-
creases, in the pre-private car era, in
suburban traffic, however, convinced the
Administration that the lengthening of
existing carriages would not completely
meet the situation.

The Victorian Railways News Letter



In 1903, when Mr. Tait was ap-
pointed Chairman, the number of sub-
urban  passenger journeys totalled
(in round figures) 49,000,000. Between
1904 and 1910, they rose to 78,000,000,
the yearly advances being :—

Year Millions
1904-05 54
1905-06 59
190607 63
1907-08 68
1908-09 73
1909-10 78

First mention of the type of car,
later to be known as Tait, was made in
the Commissioners’ Annual Report of
1908-09 :

“ Owing to the large and steady in-
crease in the passenger traffic during the
last few years, the provision of addi-
tional carriage stock has become an ex-
ceedingly urgent matter.

Estimate Made

“ It is estimated that to bring this
equipment up to a proper standard, as
to number and character of the cars
required, will involve the provision of
119 corridor lavatory cars, each about
58 ft. long for country trains, and of 121
cars of about the same length for su-
burban service, at an estimated cost of

£400,000.

“A train for suburban service con-
sisting of six carriages* with sliding doors
and a central passageway is now being
built for trial purposes. If suitable, it
will form the pattern for mew suburban
carriages, in future.

“ This type of carriage will enable

passengers to distribute themselves
throughout the car. It will prevent
overcrowding In  one compartment,

when there are vacant seats elsewhere.
By the use of sliding, instead of swinging
doors, such carriages can be made
sufficiently wide to admit of a central
passageway, without reducing seating
capacity. Noise and danger and some
expense now attendant with opening
and closing swinging doors will be
obviated, too.

Away Smartly

‘A further point in favour of this
type of carriage is that, in the event of
electrification of the Melbourne su-
burban lines, one of the main advantages
of electric traction—quick acceleration
from staticns—will not be lost owing
to trains having to be started slowly to
permit closing and fastening of swinging
doors.

*In 1925, it was decided that, to provide addi-
tional accommodation for the increasing traffic
during peak periods, the lengthening of subur-
ban station platforms to accommodate seven or
eight car trains should be started. 'Trains of
two, four and seven cars, according ro traffic
demands, are now standard.
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HIS NAME IS
PERPETUATED
IN «“TAIT"” CARS

Mr. (later Sir) Thomas Tait

“ Tt is anticipated that sufficient new
carriages will be completed by December
1 next to admit of the necessary extra
accommodation on suburban trains
being provided to prevent overcrowding,
under ordinary conditions, during the
busy hours.

“In about two years it is expected
that additional and suitable up-to-date
carriages will be available to admit of
the withdrawal from regular suburban
service of all fixed wheel base stock.

‘““ A thorough trial on a number of
suburban lines of the experimental
train of six cars to the new design, has
proved this type of carriage to be suitable
for our suburban traffic, and it has been
adopted as standard for future con-
struction.”

In the last three or four years, Tait
cars have been steadily altered with the
object of providing greater comfort and
convenlence for passengers, securing
Jower maintenance charges, and dis-
couraging vandalism.

All three objects are achieved, for
instance, by the use of new type die-cast
window and louvre fittings for easier

operation by passengers ; they cost less
and cut maintenance charges ; and,
having no scrap value, they tend to dis-
courage vandals.

Flettner type ventilators are being
installed and these eliminate the main
cause of dirty ceilings. Ball bearing
rollers and improved door handles ensure
easier opening and closing of doors.
Maintenance costs are reduced, too.

Strap hangers are being fitted for the
added comfort of standing passengers.
Metal grips are being used instead of
the original bakelite type to offset van-
dalism.

Woodwork is being restored to its
natural colour to give a more pleasing
interior finish. Outside painting has
been simplified.

For the benefit of train crews, there
are brighter headlights, windscreen
wipers, sun visors, sealed tool boxes
and duplicate guard’s Westinghouse
brake cocks above the doors of driving
compartments.

Car a Day
Twenty-four cars are in Jolimont
Paint Shop at the one time. There are

four rows of them operating on a pro-
duction line basis. One completed car
a day is turned out.

Every third car is shopped for general
overhaul, when the car is stripped inside
and out, paintwork is burnt off and
varnished surfaces sanded down. The
others undergo light overhauls, with the
exterior treated in the same manner but
the interior only touched up as required.

Mr. Tait was born in the town of
Melbourne, in Quebec, Montreal. He
was the son of Sir Melbourne Tait.
After high school, he graduated at the
McGill University. It is interesting
to recall that Mr. Harris graduated
Master of Science at the same University,
while combining an apprenticeship in
the Canadian Pacific Railway Company’s
workshops.

Revenue Rose

Mr. Tait’s administration of the rail-
ways coincided with a period of lush
seasons in primary and pastoral pro-
duction. These reflected themselves
in buoyant rail revenue. He was Chair-
man for nearly eight years, during which
period the revenue increased annually
to an aggregate total of £8,934,620. Of
course, he and his fellow-Commissioners
were not plagued with the problem of
commercial and private road transport
and air services which have manifested
themselves so detrimentally on railway
finances for many vyears past, especially
in the post World War II years.



TEAMWORK HELPS KEEP BISCUIT TRAFFIC

TATEMENTS by 250 storekeepers telling of their satisfaction with
S rail service for biscuits no doubt impressed the Transport Regulation

Board which recently refused an application that would have diverted
this traffic from rail to road. Stationmasters were responsible for gather-
ing these statements and this action, together with efforts by officers of
the Commercial and Accountancy Branches, was a striking example of
what can be achieved by co-operative effort.

EVERAL leading manufacturers

wanted to use road transport for

their biscuits to distant parts of
the State. They claimed that biscuits
could not be carried by rail without
extensive damage.

The Commissioners formally opposed
the granting of road rights at a public
hearing of the Transport Regulation
Board. In preparing their case, the
Commissioners called upon the Traffic,
Commercial and Accountancy Branches.

Two Commercial Branch officials
made special inquiries within the biscuit
industry and gave expert evidence about
the transport of biscuits at the Board’s
hearing.

From the Accountancy Branch came
invaluable data about station revenues
and goods traffic, together with the
extent of railwaymen’s wages circu-
lating amongst local traders.

The Chief Traffic Manager called
upon his stationmasters to interview
biscuit sellers and find out if they were
reasonably satisfied with the rail hand-
ling of the biscuit traffic. The highly
satisfactory response confirmed the Com-
missioners’ own view that, generally
speaking, biscuits were carried well
by rail.

Extracts from a number of the letters
indicate complete satisfaction with the
quality of the service which the Depart-
ment is giving :

From Horsham :

“1 have been interested in the
transport of biscuits to Horsham for
30 years—21 years as a chain store
manager, nine years on my own—
and can express everv satisfaction
in the way same have been handled
by the railways.”

From Kerang :

“ From our experience, especially
in regard to packet biscuits, we found
that there is very little breakage and
we doubt very much whether cartage
by road would be a better means
of transport. We personally are
quite satisfied with the condition of
biscuits on arrival and also the service
given by the railways.”

From Leongatha :

I have no complaints to make
about damaged biscuits or the service
we receive from the Railways. What
few do get damaged are mainly the
Biscuit Companies’ own fault in
the way they are packed.”

From Swan Hill
“ 1 have been very satisfied with
the rail delivery of all goods, including
biscuits, for our business over the
past vears.”
From Sale
“We receive all our biscuits by
rail and we have no complaints
about the condition in which they
arrive.”

Result of the case has been very grati-
fying to the Commissioners who recog-
nize that it was largely brought about
by the united efforts of a wide section
of the service. What especially pleased
them was the ready acceptance of one
incontrovertible fact : the interests of
the Department and the staft are in-
separable. If the Department is hurt,
then the staff must suffer, too.

Because of the mode of attack on the
Department’s ability to handle the bis-
cuit traffic, there is a lesson for every
member of the service to ponder over :
the vital need for everyone to give the
highest standard of service and, in
particular, to ensure that our customers’
goods are handled and transported in
the most careful and expeditious way.
If this is done unceasingly, it will inevit-
ably mean more business for the rail—
and greater security for raillwaymen.

IRTUE of inspections by public

bodies of big railway activities in

country areas was strikingly de-
monstrated recently when the Mayor
and Councillors of the City of Bendigo
accepted the Commissioners’ invitation
to see over the Bendigo North Work-
shops.

Idea was for the Civic Authorities to
familiarize themselves with expanded
workshops’ accommodation, modern-
ization of tools and equipment, and the
employment provided for local citizens.

In that way, it was felt Councillors
could see for thumselves the beneficial
influence, apart from passenger and
goods trains serving the City, that rail-
way activity has on the City’s present
and future welfare.

A letter from the Council, following
the visit, stresses that point, while the
one from the Department expresses the
value, in terms of wages circulating
throughout the City.

Wrote Bendigo’s Town Clerk :
“ We were all very impressed with
what we saw, and the work being

undertaken at the workshops reflects
the greatest credit on management
and staff.

‘“ Bendigo is very fortunate indeed
to have such a workshop and the
Victorian Railways are likewise very
fortunate in having such a keen staff
who are obviously endeavouring to
maintain the high reputation which
has been enjoyed by the Bendigo
Workshops over a number of years.

‘“ We would like to especially thank
the Commissioners for making the
inspection possible, Mr. Featonby for
his assistance in organizing the details
associated with the visit, Mr. Noonan
for his close co-operation and the
various foremen who explained the
work being undertaken in the various
sections.

‘“ We believe that visits such as these
are of great benefit to all concerned
and we can assure you that the recent
inspection has given the Council a

greater appreciation of the work being
performed by the Railways in Ben-
digo ”

Replying, the Department said :

‘“We are pleased to have the pri-
vilege of showing your Council what is
being done at the Workshops, and my
Commissioners would like to take
this opportunity to impress upon
Councillors—and the people of Bendi-
go generally—just how much this De-
partment means to your City.

““ The total railway staff at Bendigo
numbers 1,235, and the present
annual disbursement in wages amounts
to £1,183,000. We do not wish to
merely maintain these figures—much
less see them fall—but we want to
see them increased. We are by far
the largest employer in Bendigo and
anything your Council can do to
foster both passenger and goods
traffic will not only help us but will
also benefit your City "',

The Victorian Railways News Letter



EET—as I did last month—
VI a most remarkable man.
He is Mr. Edward Devitt
who, on March 29, will reach the
age of 99, just a few months after
100 years of Victorian Govern-
ment Railways. He is the old-
est living ex-Victorian Railway-
man, having retired, as a Road-
master, on March 31, 1920, after
38 years with the Way and Works
Branch.

Today the near-centenarian is, in his
own words, “ quite all right, except
that my legs won’t let me get around
as I'd like . His eye-sight is failing ;
nevertheless he is very much “ on the
beam ”’ with local and overseas events
and, as he chuckled : “ I'll make that
100, you see ! ”

I went out to his home in Moonee
Ponds to interview him. Frankly, I
was relieved when his youngest son,
aged 44, was there for I felt that he would
be a help in getting a story from his
father.

But, to my amazement, Mr. Devitt,
Snr., remembered dates, names, places
and events without any prompting at all.
And so, what follows is the substance of
what he told me in my most memorable
interviewing experience.

Born In Tent

His father, who came from Limerick,
Ireland, was working on the construction
of the Melbourne Bendigo line when
Mr. Devitt was born on March 29, 1860,
at Sunbury—in a tent—where a railway
workers’ camp had been created.

When nine months old, his parents
took him to Riddell’s Creek where he
went to school and, later, joined the
Victorian Railways, as a labourer. 1
said, trying to help : “ Yes, I know
that because the records show you
started at 7/6d. a day .

Quickly came the contradiction of
that departmental history sheet. ‘‘ No¢
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Mr. Devitt, the oldest living ex-Victorian
Railwayman, enjoys his pipe in the seclu-
sion of his home.

7/6d. a day ”, he said somewhat de-
fiantly, ““it wasseven bobaday !”’ Realiz-
ing that he was on the verge of 99, I was
staggered as his mind ‘* sputniked
back to October 23, 1882—a mere
77 years ago . . . .

Afterwards, he worked on the dupli-
cation of the north-eastern line at Broad-
ford, and while there he met a fellow-
worker named Way. Yes, as many
thousands of present Way and Works
Branch employees will be rightly specu-
lating, he was the father of Dave Way,
a former and colourful Staff Clerk of
the Branch.

“ Goodness me,” Mr. Devitt said,
“ we worked like hell in those far-off
days. When I was made a Ganger at
Beveridge in 1883, I'm sorry to say that
we worked the poor fellows almost to
back-breaking point. Yes, we didn’t
have the machines and the steam shovels

and all the things they have now. But,
good luck to them, all the same, for
easter times.”’

During his railway career, he also
worked at Bacchus Marsh, Glenloth,
Wycheproof, Crib Point, Caulfield, Ko-
rong Vale (“ I had 100 men under me
up there ”’, he said with pride), St.
Arnaud, Wodonga, Geelong, Port Mel-
bourne and Ararat.

He rose to Roadmaster at Ararat in
1914, from where he retired six years
later. “T’'ve been on a pension ever
since, and every fortnight, for all these
years, my cheque has never failed to
come to me. And I’'m grateful for it,
too.”

He proudly recalls working at St.
Arnaud on the building of the Mel-
bourne—Mildura line. When I told
him about the new spectacular goods
train service from Mildura to Mel-
bourne taking only 11 hours for the
351-mile run, he grinned, saying, almost
triumphantly : “ I bet the track has a
lot to do with that *’, reflecting his life-
long interest in the permanent way.

Pipe Is Pal

Mr. Devitt has lived for many years
at Moonee Ponds. He had ““ a lovely
Christmas Day, surrounded by my
family >’; he enjoys, as he has done all
his life, his pipe, and has a brandy every
day, “ for my health, you know ", he
told me with a twinkle.

All his life he has been interested in
horse racing and even now follows the
form closely, and makes an onslaught
on the bookmakers with ““ a couple of
bob each way .

When I left him, Mr. Devitt was
sitting relaxed in his favourite chair,
with his pipe, tobacco, matches and
brandy in easy reach. He gave me a
firm handshake, an unforgettable smile
and a warm-hearted invitation to come
and see him again, sometime.

I took the liberty of speaking for
30,000 other Victorian Railwaymen and
women in saluting this fine old gentleman.
On their behalf I presumed to wish him
“ Many happy returns on your 99th
birthday next March 29—and especially
for March 29, 1960 .



TAKING shape last month was the big grade separation and station re-building project at For this new island platform excitio
Moorabbin. Estimated cost of the grade separation at Nepean Highway and South Road is £437,000. platform will beast

NEW South Australian diesel-electric locomotive 945 passes through Victoria on its way from Sydney—at the CENTENARY of Victors G
head of a goods train to Adelaide. Its bogies had been changed at Bandiana from 4’ 81" to 5 3” gauge. and signalling and eleckal



Above : DARWIN, 2,372 miles away, was the destination of 51 head
of cattle loaded at Newmarket last month. They arrived in excel-
lent condition.

Below : EAST CAMBERWELL station building was rolled forward
five feet on rollers to make room for a third track behind it.

cation was made to a depth of 19 feet. At left of this picture a
> mstructed to serve a ‘‘ through’ express track.
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= Government Railways was featured in a display of model engines
stical equipment at the Public Library in January and February.




APPRENTICES
BEGIN DUTY

IX days after the

beginning of the

second century of
the Victorian Govern-
ment Railways, 221
new apprentices start-
ed their railway careers
—on January 19. In
a hall near the New-
port station, they were
warmly welcomed on
behalf of the Depart-
ment by Mr. L. G.
David (Acting Secret-
ary for Railways).

LSO present was the Board of

Selectors (Messrs. E. P. Rogan,

Acting Staff Board Chairman ;
P. Gibb, Spotswood Workshops’ Assist-
ant Manager, and T. A. M. Hunter,
former Newport Workshops Chief
Clerk). Messrs. J. A. Douglas, Prin-
cipal, Newport Technical College, and
R. Curtis, Supervisor of Apprentices,
joined in the welcome.

Mr. David assured the lads of the
Commissioners’ interest and pleasure in
their decision to join the Victorian
Railways. He referred to the first
century of service by the Department
of which everyone in the V.R. was so
proud, and said that the lads now had
the opportunity of continuing that
standard into the second one hundred
years of service. Mr. David told them
of the unexcelled chances for advance-
ment and instanced apprentices, in-

including Mr. G. F. Brown (Com-
missioner), who had risen to high
positions.

Expressing the hope that the lads
would get the greatest satisfaction
from seeing a job well done, Mr. Rogan
urged the lads to strive to fit themselves
into their new surroundings and to
remember always that they would be
part of a team dedicated to service to
the community.

Froni Mr. Douglas, the lads heard
how pleased he was at the prospect
of seeing them at the Newport Technical
College. He stressed the importance
of taking full advantage of the theoretical
training which would be available to
them. It was important that they
should understand that, during their
apprenticeship, the practical and theo-
retical sides of their work were insepar-
able.

About 650 lads applied for apprentice-
ships in grades ranging from fitter and
turner to locksmith.

{0

SHIRT-CLAD, in a temperature of 110 deg., some of the new
apprentices, who began their railway careers on January 19,

are here seen with Mr.

L. G. David (Acting Secretary for

Railways).

UPON these V.R. men, comprising the Board of Selectors,
fell the responsibility of interviewing nearly 650 lads seeking

appointment as apprentices.

From left : Messrs. P. Gibb

(Assistant Manager, Spotswood Workshops), E. P. Rogan,
Chairman (Acting Chairman, Staff Board), and T. A. M.
Hunter (former Chief Clerk, Newport Workshops).

few vyears ago the Transport

Regulation Board said that a case

to replace rail transport with road
services or to allow free competition
with the railway system cannot be sub-
stantiated on the grounds that rail trans-
port does in some cases entail extra cost
to users.

The Board went on to say that the
community value of the State’s railway
systern cannot be discounted to the point
of regarding it as a burden to be rcheved
by discarding it altogether.

These arguments ignore the job of
mass transportation performed by the
railways each year ; they overlook that

duplication of the comprehensive trans-
port system available to the community
by rail to all parts of the State would
mean considerable expenditure in motor
vehicles and equipment, manpower and
fuel ; eventual scrapping of millions of
pounds worth of railway plant, equip-
ment and installations ; and expendi-
ture on road construction and main-
tenance far beyond the present capacity
of the community to finance.

They ignore also the value of the rail-
ways for developmental purposes, and
the necessity to retain the main network
for future development and to cater for
the concurrently expanding traffic needs.

The Victorian Railways News Lefter



TRAIN
COACH
TRAIN
COACH
STEAMER
TRAIN
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HORSE-DRAWN coaches of this type were part of the trip to Adelaide
before 1887, when the rail link was formed to Melbourne.

EW people realize that, before the rail link was established at Service-
ton in 1887, thus connecting Melbourne with Adelaide, passengers
for Adelaide making the overland trip travelled by train, coach,

train, coach steamer and train, respectively.

In the three-day journey,

passengers had covered 6024 miles by the time they reached Adelaide.

NE of our readers, Mr. B. Siemer,
of South Australia, has a time-
table, published in 1886, and it is

from this that the information has been
obtained for this article. A business-
man, Mr. Siemer has travelled regularly
by rail between Adelaide-Melbourne—
Sydney for the past 50 years and, as he
said, “I'm most interested in your
railways, as I have been since a boy.”

Battered but easily readable even now,
the timetable has only one advertise-
ment—for a Melbourne hotel. It is
Finley’'s Hotel, which is said to have
stood on the site of the present towering
Savoy Plaza in Spencer Street. It is
prominently featured on the inside and
outside covers.

The time-table, 5 ins. x 4 ins. and
with paper covers, was sold for only 2d.—
a bargain for the 134 pages of time-
tables and general railway information.

A whole page is set aside for Ouverland
Fourney To and From Adelaide and
Melbourne. First-class single fare was

£6.10.11d. ; second-class, £5.9.1d.

By present day standards, booking for
a trip to Adelaide in 1886 opened up
possibilities for all sorts of adventures.

Travellers left Melbourne by train at
7 p.m. and reached Casterton at 7.45
a.m. next day. After staying there for
1% hours, the journey was resumed to
Narracoorte (S.A.) by coach. The trip
of 76 miles took 244 hours.

By this time passengers must have
been feeling the strain, but they got
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BY way of contrast with the coach, passengers between Melbourne and
Adelaide now have The Overland, a through train with modern, air-
conditioned sleeping and sitting cars.

little respite. At 11 a.m. they joined
a train for Kingston, scheduled to be
reached at 2 p.m.

After refreshments there, they went
by coach to Meningle, continuing until
5.30 a.m. next day. They then forsook
land travel for a four-hour journey by
steamer across the lake to Milang.

Final section of 64 miles to Adelaide
by train was completed by 6.19 p.m. on

the third day, after topping the 600
miles for the trip from Melbourne.

As a passenger snuggles down in, say,
a modern, air-conditioned vroometle on
The Owverland and is whisked away to
Adelaide, without a train-change, he
little knows how fortunate he is—com-
pared with those who braved the journey
73 years ago.
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ULES and regulations are the basis of modern railway operations,

and for this reason they give no scope whatever for levity.

Some

latitude is permissible, however, to touch humourously on what rail-
waymen in Victoria had to contend with about the middle of last

century.

OR these peeps into the past, News
Letter is indebted to Mr. R, H.
Travers, Stationmaster at Service-

ton, since he provided the opportunity
for looking through his copy of the
Melbourne Railway Company’s Book of
Rules. Issued in 1864, it is clearly
printed in big type and contained in an

12

intense black leather cover.

Originally known as the Melbourne
and Suburban Railway Company, it
operated 164 miles of track between
Princes Bridge and Hawthorn and
Windsor. It was amalgamated with the
Melbourne and Hobson’s Bay Railway
Company in 1865.

The Company’s Regulations about
damage to carriages and other railway
equipment provided for drastic penalties.

Vandals damaging rolling stock or
endangering the safety of passengers by
throwing stones were liable to imprison-
ment with or without hard labour for up
to five years.

The Victorian Railways News Lettel



BEWHISKERED railwaymen, such as these, were typical of the period. Engine
is a goods 0-6-0 type, built by Robert Stephenson, Newcastle, England, in 1862.
Later known as O class, the last of them was scrapped on June 10, 1922.

For cutting linings, removing number
plates or breaking windows trans-
gressors could be fined [5.

Punishments for railway staff were
equally severe. Any instances of drunk-
enness on duty by railway running staff,
such as engine drivers, wagon drivers,
guards, porters or servants were punish-
able by imprisonment with or without
hard labour for up to three months, or a
fine not exceeding £50.

No chances were taken with passengers
evading the ticket collector by alight-
ing from the non-platform side of a train.
Porters had strict instructions to lock
all doors on the off side of carriages.

Window Jumpers

Agile passengers who tried to escape
by jumping through a carriage window
were covered by Regulation 16 which
prescribed ‘“ a penalty not exceeding £5
or such other less sum as the justice or
justices shall think fit to order to be
paid.”

Booking clerks were enjoined to try to
forget all personal feelings where a
passenger used offensive language or
conducted himself offensively.

The book requests them ‘to look
upon themselves as representatives of
the Company for the time being (the
book’s italics) and not give way to hasty
terms or retaliation.”

In the general instructions the Com-
pany exhibits a nice sense of discretion
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when dealing with rowdy passengers.

<

Regulation 40 lays down that “ the
Officers or Servants of the Company
are not to detain or take into custody
any passenger found assaulting another
passenger, but are to lend every assist-
ance in obtaining a constable.”

As an afterthought the Regulation
goes on to say that ‘‘in extreme cases
where the passenger is incapacitated or
bears marks of serious ill-usage this
instruction can be departed from.”

Air-braking systems were unheard of

at the time. Wagons left in sidings
had blocks placed in front of the wheels
to prevent them moving.

It was the duty of platelayers to fasten
the wheels to the rails by a chain and
padlock, if the wagon were left in the
siding overnight.

To ensure that all members of the
staff carried the book with them at all
times, the Pay Clerks were expressly
instructed ‘““not to pay until it was
produced.”

“JUST a moment, Sir, I'll get a member of the constabulary for you,”
said the porter as he gratefully remembered Regulation 40.
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Colin and Ron Beck

Following Father

WENTY-THREE yvear old Engine

Cleaner Colin Beck and his brother

Lad Engine Cleaner Ron Beck,
20, arrived in Australia just five months
ago, with one abiding thought—to be-
come V.R. men.

They are following, enthusiastically,
in father’s footsteps. Mr. Beck retired
recently as a driver on the Central Rail-
way, India, after 37 vears’ service. He
decided to settle in Australia, with the
result that Colin, Ron and their five
brothers are eagerly merging themselves
into the Australian way of life,

Both brothers were schooled at Jhansi
in central India and were keen sports-
men. Boxing, football, cricket and foot-
running were their favourite pastimes
and, for excitement, a little wild boar
and tiger hunting.

Colin and Ron are still busy settling
into their new atmosphere at the North
Melbourne Loco. Depot. Soon they
hope to take up boxing again ; mean-
while they are keeping fit by practising
with their brothers.

Birthday Greetings

OR the Commissioners, the pleasure

and significance of January 13

was heightened by the messages
and expressions of congratulation re-
ceived that day on the centenary of
Victorian Government Railways. As
would be expected, the Australian Rail-
way Historical Society was greatly inte-
rested in the approach of that historic
day, and it crowned that interest by
sending the Commissioners a greetings
telegram :

...... ‘We warmly congratulate the Vic-
torian Railways Commissioners. stop. We
feel confident that the high standard and
worthy traditions created by the Victorian
Railways during the last one hundred vears
will continue throughout their second century
of service to this State.”’

All the way from London came a
short but appreciated cablegram, *“ Con-
gratulations on railway centenary. Rail
Traction Supplies Limited.”
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Grand Voluntary Work

WO railwaymen who have excelled

for many vyears in the depart-

ment’s First-Aid movement and
have now retired from active com-
petitive work, are still placing their
accumulated knowledge where it is do-
ing a lot of good. They are Messrs.
Frank O’Brien, of the Newport Work-
shops, and Jack Richards, of the Secret-
ary’s Branch.

In the recent St. John Ambulance
Brigade State Final Teams’ Com-
petitions, Frank coached the Footscray
Division which won the ** Connibere
Shield ” for aggregate points. Jack was
the man behind the City of Melbourne
Division which annexed the *° Colonel
Sherwin” trophy in the “ provided
material ’ event.

This was not the first time either of the
Divisions, under the coaching of these
V.R. men, had had success in the Com-
petitions.

Bill England

NVY of all boys between 9 and 90,
Goods Guard Bill England has,
for 12 years, combined his railway

work with what might be termed “* unof-
ficial membership of Wirth’s Circus
organization

Since becoming guard on the circus
train, he has had close -contact with all
the thrills, joys and sorrows of circus
Iife.

He has a healthy respect, almost an
affection, for the working and performing
animals. ‘‘ In some cases ’ he savs,
admiringly, ** their intelligence is simply
amazing .

Elephants have been known stealthily
to remove the pins from rail wagon
doors and then wander away searching
for new pastures. The doors are now
shackled and padlocked, but it would
not surprise Bill if an elephant or two
learned how to use a key . . .

For the last three generations, the
England family has been connected with
the V.R. His grandfather, Steve, was
at South Newport, while his father,
Steve, and uncle, Tom, were engine
drivers,

Has Bill ever been in a lion’s cage ?
Yes—uwhen the lion wasn’t there . . .

BUMPERS /

there’s no fun
for motorists
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- 60 BY TRAIN
T0 THE TESTS ==

AND SMEFFIELD SHIELD MATCHES

FAST FREQUENT SERVICE TO RICHMOND &
JOLIMONT STATIONS, CLOSE TO THE
MELBOURNE CRICKET GROUND

|

THIS black, orange and grey 25" x 40”
poster, to stimulate rail traffic to the Test
and Shefheld Shield cricket matches in
Melbourne, has been on display at
stations since early in December,

Humanitarian Hobby

SIDE from their day-to-day jobs,
many railwaymen have a practical
interest away from the Depart-

ment in some heart-warming activities.
In that group is Mr. F. Robertson, an
engineer with the Structural Design
Division, for he is closely associated with
the Roval Flying Doctor Service.

Although this world-famed medical
system operates in the whole of the
remote central and northern parts of
Australia, its humanitarian activities
for one huge area— the Kimberleys in
the north west of Western Australia—
are controlled from Melbourne by the
council of the Victorian Division of the
Service.

For five yvears Mr. Robertson has not
spared himself as a member of that
council. It meets each month to formu-
late policy and make decisions that are
doing much to foster settlement in the
north of Australia.

Mr. Robertson’s interest in the Royal
Flying Doctor Service started in 1949
when his son was one of the medicos
in the Service, based at Cloncurry (Q.)
to answer calls from white people and
aborigines, including primitive blacks.

The Victorian Railways News Letter



LETTERS PRAISING RAIL SERVICE

UCCESS of the recent “ Home to
Stawell 7’ function was recently re-
ferred to at a Council meeting. It

was pointed out that the work of the
local Stationmaster in decorating the
Stawell station so effectively was of great
assistance and created a very favourable
impression on both visitors and locals.
His co-operation was greatly appreciated.

—Town Clerk, Town of Stawell

ECENTLY, while in Melbourne,
] required a booking to Sydney
and was given service by a
booking clerk I later ascertained was
Mr. J. Delaney. I have pleasure in
drawing your attention to the exception-
ally courteous and capable way this em-
ployee extended service at a time when [
was anxious and agitated.”
—N. G. Gorham, 23 Hamilton Street,
Sydney

T 1s with regret that my Associa-
tion has noted the apparently
inevitable closure of the Geelong

to Queenscliff rail line for goods traffic,
and we desire firstly to convey our very
sincere appreciation of the services and
ready co-operation of all members of
your staftf who, over the years, have play-
ed some part in bringing the rail service
to our town.

‘“ Although we are not wholly in
favour of the policy of the day which
results in the necessity for the closure of

the line, we are mindful of the economic
factors upon which such decisions must
be based. We are mindful, too, on
perusing the historical records of our
town, of the very fine part which the
railway played in the early growth and
development of the area, and of its
major and very creditable role in days of
defence necessities.”

—A. W. Hodgetts, Hon. Secretary,
Queenscliff Progress and Publicity Associa-
tion
« E have received many reports
from consignees of successful
liberations of young trout after
being carried long distances by rail.

‘“ We have been particularly gratified
by the way consignments have been
carried on journeys to many parts of New
South Wales. Whilst realising that the
new technique of sending fish away in
plastic bags supplied with oxygen has
overcome many of the hazards formerly
associated with rail transport, the ser-
vice given to this Society by Victorian
Railways’ officers has been outstanding
and we wish to acknowledge it.

““ We especially mention the Station-
master and Parcels Staff at Ballarat,
and the work undertaken by the Claims
Branch in Melbourne when it appeared
that carriage under the new method
might present insurmountable problems’
—G. A. Gilbert, Secretary, Ballarat Fish
Acclimatisation Society, Ballarat

RECENT RETIREMENTS

ROLLING STOCK BRANCH

Briggs, R. G., Fireman, Lilydale

Currie, C. P., Fitter, Newport

Davis, W. L., Eng. Dvr., Mildura
Davidson, T., Wldr’s Asst., Newport
Ditchburn, W. D., Turner's Asst., Newport
Field, J. H., Eng. Drv., N.M.Loco
Heider, F. A. H.,, B.M. Help, B’dgo Loco
Hunter, T. A. M., Chief Clerk, Newport
Long, C. E., Turner, B'dgo Nth.

Leone, S., Labr., Newport

Mackay, D. G. Moulder, Newport
Manderson, R. G., Fitter, Newport
.Matheson, A., B'mkr., Seymour

Neagle, L., C. & W. Bldr. Newport
Schilling, G. H., Labr., B’dgo Nth.
Stanaway, W. J. G., B.M. Help, Newport
Stephens, R. J.,, B.M. Help, Newport
Stephens, H. A., Ftr’s Asst., Jolimont
Ward, A. S., Fltter, N. Melb

Ward, A. C., Fitter, Jollmont

Williams, S. D., Labr., Wodonga
Weight, S. J., Car Bldr., Jolimont

Zock, T. H., Hostler, N.M. Loco
COMMERCIAL BRANCH

Nimon, J., Principal Rates Officer

ROLLING STOCK BRANCH

Andrews, C. L., Fitter, N.M. Loco
Boxall, B. J., Sailmaker, Newport
Myles, W. J., U.G. Repr., J'mont
Saddington, J. A.,, B.M. Help, Newport
TRAFFIC BRANCH

Ferguson, W. W. L., S’'man, Dudley St.
Porteous, R. J. C., Clerk, Geelong
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TRAFFIC BRANCH

Anders, L. S., Goods Ckr., Melb. Gds.
Boyd, E., S.M., Maffra

Kennedy, L. M., S.M., Preston

Lee, A., Livestock 5pl. Offcr.
McDonald, J. K., Yd. F'man., Melb. Yard
Richmond, J. J., Clerk, Staff Office
Stanley, W. W. R., Clerk, Spencer-St.

ELEC. ENGINEERING BRANCH

Kerr, W., Flagman, O’head Depot
Self, W., Elec. Mech., O’head Depot

WAY AND WORKS BRANCH

Gould, E. N., Fitter, Spotswood
Howden, A. E., Skd. Labr., Laurens-St.
Johnson, J. W., Labr., Geelong

Liddle, H. A., Foreman, Ironworks
Melke, P. O., Repr., Mildura

Matthews, J., Skd. Labr., Geelong
McCormack, E. W., Repr., Sth. Geelong
Pahl, E. K., Repr., Panitya

Strugnell, R., Sig. Adjuster, C. Hill
Smith, J. S., Labr., Wangaratta
Taylor, H. V., Striker, Ironworks

AND DEATHS

Siddle, A.C., Jar. Clerical Asst., Vic. Pk.
Snodgrass, T., A.S.M,, Ivanhoe
Wilde, N. H., Goods Tkr., Melb. Gds.

WAY AND WORKS BRANCH

Ayres, H. S., Labr., Riddell

Bohn, H. C., Sub. Foreman, Spotswood
Johnston, J., B.M. Help, N. Melb.
McComb, H., Sig. Adjuster, Hamilton
Riseley, R. V., Sig. Adjuster, N. Melb.

Young V.R.
Enthusiast
On the Spot

—

ABOVE (left) are Fireman Jim Grace
and Driver Doug Pump, of Traralgen,
who drove the last train on the Moe
Thorpdale line in December. Picture
was taken by 17 year old Weston Lang-
ford, of Glen Iris, who is a member of
the Australian Railways Historical So-
ciety, the Australian Railway Explo-
ration Association, Melbourne High
School Railway Club, and the Puffing
Billy Society.

For his post-school life, there is high
priority, he says, for seeking a V.R. civil
engineering cadetship.

Zeal Unappreciated ?

OSING the question : ““ Does any-
one know what a ¢ Husband
Beater ’ is ? ”’, Signalman W. Tre-

mayne, of Ivanhoe, hurries on to say
that there was a Lost Property Book,
dating back to 1881, at East Richmond
station when he was located there,
some years ago.

“Very first entry in the Book ” he
explains, ‘“reads ‘Husband Beater’ and
believe it or not, it was claimed, de-
livered and duly signed for !”’

He adds, humourously, that if the
article had been described literally, he
could imagine some trembling, be-
whiskered husband never really for-
giving the railways for their zeal In
finding such a ‘ weapon ’ and restoring
it to his belligerent wife.
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Plays Throughout Year

HETHER vyou talk sport to Keith
‘Wiegard, of the Way and Works
Branch Accounts Office, in
summer or winter, you can be sure that
the weather will be appropriate for
him.
Last month, when the temperature
was 107 deg. (*‘and rising ), he looked
refreshingly cool
in training as a
member of the
Victorian team
for the Aust-
ralian Water
Polo Champion-
ship in Perth.
This is  the
third Carnival in
which his skill
has brough him
| interstate  hon-
. ours.
He plays “A”
| grade with Kew
“and, standing
over 6 ft., and

Keith Wiegard
weighing more than 14 stone, he has
the strength for such an endurance-
testing sport.

In his first year of League football
last season, Keith played for Fitzroy

in every game, including the enviable
experience of a semi-final on the M.C.G,
His robust ruck and back pocket-play
contributed to his side’s amazing rise
up the ladder. He pays a wonderful
tribute to Coach Len Smith, and is
quite confident that the Maroons have
all the potential for taking the 1959
premiership.

Spending £5,500

T an estimated cost of more than

£5,500, extra sporting facilities

are now being provided at the
Ballarat Branch of the Victorian Rail-
ways Institute. They comprise a game
room and gymnasium, with all the
appropriate equipment, in a 50" x 30’
building near the existing institute on
the Nolan Street side.

All this money (except £100, the
estimated cost of a new departmental
safeworking classroom) has been raised
locally. It is the sequel to much hard
work by an enthusiastic committee,
backed by members who are anxious to
make the Ballarat Branch one of the
best outside Melbourne.

Ballarat Branch has always been
““ sports-minded ”’ and has never failed
to send teams to Melbourne for the
various Country Weeks, featuring golf,
tennis and cricket.

HUSBAND, WIFE SHARE SPORTING,
FIRST-AID ENTHUSIASM

Margaret Edwards and opponent.

Tennis Getting Keener

ITH an extra team and a general

evening-up of performances,
V.R.I. Tennis Association
officials expect a highly successful
season for 1958-59.  Playing mostly

on alternate Thursdays at Royal Park,
the two grades of the Association are
handicapped because all players are
not shift-workers.

At the time of going to press, the
premiership ladders were : ““A” Grade—
Rolling Stock, Suburban Lines, Joli-

mont Workshops, Melbourne Yard and
Commercial Branch ; “B” Grade—
Spotswood Workshops, North Melb-
bourne Loco and Jolimont Yard (equal),
and Stores Branch.

Country Tennis Week will be held
at Royal Park between March 9 and 13,
and the Association is active in the

general organization. Taking advantage
of the presence of country tennis players,
the Association hopes to stage the State
Railway Tennis Championship. Harold
Jones (Association Secretary) expects
“plenty of good, exciting tennis” and
hopes to see many V.R. men at the
matches.

ESIDES being married—after a

rallway romance that began at

Armadale station where they were
employed—Signalman Kevin and Stat-
ion Assistant Margaret Edwards share
the distinction of being the only husband
and wife to win, as they did recently,
their V.R. First Aid certificates.

They are in unison, too, in their en-
thusiasm for judo. Margaret was at-
tracted to it as a teenager in Germany,
from where she migrated five years ago.
As a member of the Y.M.C.A. Judo Club,
she has just gained her Orange belt,
signifying above-the-average skill.

In the picture, she is executing a
spring hip throw of an opponent much
heavier than herself.

Kevin's former life-long interest in
football quickly evaporated when his
wife infected him with a passion for
judo two years ago.

He started in the service at Hawthorn
as a Lad Porter in 1949, and 24 years
ago he was promoted to Signalman,
and is now at Prahran. His wife has
been at Armadale station since she
joined the V.R. about four years ago.

Snooker Champion

YHOSE who were fortunate enough
to see Les Williams win the V.R.1.
Championship recently were re-

warded with a polished, all-round per-
formance that should bring him stardom
in a wider field, if ever he decides to
play competitively outside the institute.

He defeated Jack Maher in three

games, the scores in each being :
Williams, 68, Maher, 17 ; 51, 21;
and 67, 16. In one of the preliminary

games, Les kept an opponent scoreless
while, in another game, he won when
all the red balls had disappeared from
the table.

Talking of snooker is a reminder
that the V.R.I. Club has invited the
South Australian Railways Institute
Billiards Club to Melbourne for a series
of matches between March 8 and 15.
Championship games will be played,
and the local players, who were victors
on the last trip to Adelaide, are looking
forward to some keenly contested play,
with the S.A. boys striving to regain
the championship.

‘Wholly set up and printed at the Victorian Railways Printing Works, Laurens Street, North Melbourre, for the Publishers,

he Victorian Railway Commissioners, Administrative Oﬁices, Spencer Street Melbourne.
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Human Interest
ROM many grateful rail-users come
letters of appreciation for good ser-
vice ranging from finding a missing
parcel to retrieving a hat blown from a
train. Railwaymen, all over the system
with a real sense of their obligations,
are responsible for these letters, behind
which lie all sorts of stories with a human
interest touch.

For instance : recently, while travel-
ling by rail from Bendigo to Korumburra,
a girl of 10 got something in one eye ;
it was removed by Leading Station
Assistant J. Sherman, of Bendigo. The
girl, Jan Schapper, of Korumburra, ex-
pressed her fellings, delightfully, in the
following pencilled letter :

“Dear Sir—Thank you for taking the
speck of dust out of my eye. It hurt
me a lot when I had it in. The trip
was happy for me when the dust was
gone. Thank you for being so kind.”

More Boom Barriers

NSTALLATION of boom barriers

at selected suburban level crossings

is proceeding. Latest busy rail-
and-road crossing to be equipped is at
Park Street, Moonee Ponds.

Further locations under review for
equipment with boom barriers are in the
country. As soon as possible, they will
be put in at Creswick Street and Doveton
Street, Ballarat, and Burnbank Street,
Wendouree.

Well-kept Secret

IRST of its kind ever run on the

Victorian Railways, a * Mystery

Picnic ™ train, carrying 600 adults
and children, recently kept its destina-
tion a close secret until almost the end of
the trip—Whittlesea. With  Mystery
Hikes ” the trains’ destinations and
walking-routes are revealed fairly soon
after leaving the city.

But with this picnic, organized by the
Western District Co-operative Co. Ltd.,
passengers were kept speculating for
much longer. Whittlesea-bound trains
always depart from Princes Bridge sta-
tion ; this train, however, was started
from Flinders Street. As it crossed the
Viaduct and approached Spencer Street,
excitement mounted as northern, north-
eastern and western destinations were
discussed by everyone.

When, just past North Melbourne,
the train swung to the right, silence
descended on the train, for this was
really too much for the passengers.
The train continued via the North Carl-
ton Loop, (which is not now used for
passenger traffic), and this only added
to the general bewilderment. Even
when the train linked up with the Reser-
voir line in the Rushall-Merri area, the
organizers steadfastly refused to dis-
close the destination station. ‘It did
add to the enjoyment of the day”,
chuckled one of the committeemen.
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First For 20 Years

NTIL March 22, the picturesque

Otway Ranges between Colac and

Weeaproinah are echoing with the
once—familiar sound of narrow-gauge
passenger trains—14 in all, the first
having been run on February 28. Pas-
senger trains ceased operating on the
line two decades ago.

Responsible for this temporary re-
vival of special passenger traffic on the
line are the committee organizing
Colac’s ““ Kanyana ”’ Festival and the
Australian Railway Historical Society
(Victorian Division), combined with
special trips for school children.

For these trains, hauled by a Garratt-
type locomotive, NBH open-bench ex-
cursion cars, formerly used on ‘‘ Puffing
Billy ” trains on the U.F.T. Gully—
Gembrook line, were transported by
rail from Newport Workshops, where
they had been stabled since withdrawal
from that line.

For Easier Reading

OW the installation of better
lighting in one type of railway
country carriage in every-day
use can react beneficially upon other
cars which are primarily used for
excursion traffic was disclosed last month.

In a four-year programme to modern-
ize the lighting in the 71-ft. corridor AE
type of country cars, £161,000 will be
spent. This will be achieved by fitting
generators of greater capacity to give
more powerful lights. The generators
from those cars will not be scrapped.
Instead, they will be used to provide
electric lighting in PL excursion cars,
now lit by Pintsch gas.

Altogether, 102 AE cars are to have
the new generators ; the first 25 cars
are expected to be completed in the
financial year ending June 30, 1960.
Conversion of excursion cars from
Pintsch gas to electric lighting will go
on concurrently.

Traffic is Wanted

HE aftermath of war, with its
shortages of money, materials and
manpower, reduced railway capa-

city to such an extent that a Jarge amount
of traffic was diverted to the road.

In recent years however, additional
rolling stock and equipment have been
acquired, and the Victorian Railways
now have surplus operating capacity.
Despite this, much of the diverted traf-
fic is still permitted to be carried by road.

This traffic must be regained and the
railways used to capacity, otherwise the
community will continue to pay a heavy
price for wasteful duplication of trans-
port resources, Competition has ad-
vantages, but it can be too costly if it
leads to over-capitalization.

Gauge Progress

BIG move forward in the [11

million rail standardization pro-

ject now in progress between
Melbourne and Wodonga was made
recently when tenders were invited in
Australia and overseas for power-
operated signalling and centralized traffic
control equipment.

Provision is made in the conditions
for the successful tenderer to design
circuits and to manufacture, erect, and
install automatic block signalling be-
tween Dynon (Melbourne) and Wodonga
together with the C.T.C. equipment.
It is estimated that about £1 million
worth of signalling and equipment is
involved in this huge work.

An interesting aspect of this develop-
ment is that the line is to have centra-
lized traffic control, following the suc-
cessful introduction and operation of
a similar system of signalling on the
Eastmalvern line, in the latter part
of last year,

Which Form Of Transport
N its staff journal, General Steel
Castings Corporation, Granite City,
U.S.A., poses four questions, and
then gives the answer.

‘“ Which form of commercial trans-
portation has contributed most to the
making of our community ?

‘““Would any other mode of trans-
portation have attracted the industries
we now have?

‘“ Considering service performed in
the transportation of passengers, freight,
express, and mails, year in and year out,
which mode of transportation has done
most and is doing most today for our
community ?

‘“ And which mode of transportation
promises to do most for our community

in the future ?

“If you answer these questions
thoughtfully, frankly, and honestly,
you will be almost certain to reach the
conclusion that the mode of trans-
portation which has contributed most
to the prominent growth and promises
most to the community’s future, are
our railroads.”

FRONT COVER

Rail gauge standardization on the
Melbourne—Albury line—destined
to promote ‘‘ through ’’ passenger
and goods traffic—is progressing
steadily, and bridge construction
is a major part of the project.
Here a jetty is being connected
to an island in the Ovens River,
Wangaratta, so that a coffer dam
can be built for a new bridge that
will take the 4’84 track.

The Victorian Railways News Letter



That important fact had been brought
to the attention of the Secretary of the
Australian Road Safety Council follow-
ing the appearance in a section of the
metropolitan press of the above ad-
vertisement.

Experience of the Railway Depart-
ment Is that the fatality figure of 6%
ascribed to rail travel in the advertise-
ment is absurdly high, and would in-
dicate to readers that for every 15
deaths associated with road travel there
was one associated with train travel.

It was understood that the figures
quoted in the advertisement were taken
from the Commonwealth Bureau of
Census and Statistics Demography,
1957.

The information included in this
publication was supplied to the Com-
monwealth Statistician by the various
railway systems, but in the case of
Victoria about two-thirds of the per-
sons shown as killed by train in 1957 in
the figures used were trespassers on
railway property, but not rail travellers.
These deaths could, therefore, hardly
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be described as associated with rail
travel, and their inclusion in the figures
used to arrive at the percentages quoted
in the advertisement was quite wrong.

As the figures were prepared by all
railway systems on a common basis,
it appeared that the conclusions drawn
from the official Commonwealth figures
were equally erroneous so far as the
whole of the Australian Railways were
concerned.

Actually, there were no train accidents
in Victoria in 1957 resulting in the
death of a passenger, but there were six
deaths due to persons falling from
trains, getting on or off trains in motion,
etc.

Insurance companies are naturally

cautious in assessing their financial
obligations under various types of
policies. It is significant (as mentioned

last month’s News Letter) that a Mel-
bourne daily newspaper with an in-
surance scheme for registered readers
will pay £1,000 if the reader is killed
in a train accident, but only £100 if

killed in any other type of accident.

"~ coumch
an ROAD :’:‘m: sory Comnts)

BOTOLE bt Sth SARCH

RESO TRAIN passengers, besides in-
specting many primary and secondary
industries and national undertakings in
important country regions, live inclus-
ively, on the train. It has lounge, sleeping,
dining and shower cars. Meals are com-
parable with the best city hotels and, for
the recent north-east tour, there was a
bigger, newly-designed menu card (above).
It is 10" x 57, with a varnished, predomi-
nantly tan-colored cover, the top and
lower panels in black. * Very attractive,
but not as good as the meals,” chuckled
one satisfied Resonian,



HAT it feels
like to travel
between
Melbourne and Syd-
ney in daylight by
diesel-hauled,  air-
conditioned trains on
both sides of the
border was described
in  last  month’s
Walkabout, the 20,
000 — circulation —
monthly magazine of
the Australian Geo-
graphical  Society.
Arriving refreshed in
Sydney, the illustrat-
ed article’s writer
“ gave full marks. ..
to everybody who
helps to keep that
long steel ribbon
from near the rim at
Melbourne 589 miles
away, oiled and funct-
ioning.”
Here is a conden-
sation of the story.

By some means or other I had to get to
Sydney. ‘“ Go,” said Walkabout, echo-
ing the station posters, * Go by Train’ ;
and then write a little piece about it.”

So I boarded The Daylight at Spencer
Street. In no other way, I subsequent-
ly found, do you see the country quite
so well and get the feeling, not only of
its incredible age, but more of what is
going on there now.

Vot jounney praised,

Settling back in what seems to be the
railway equivalent of an aircraft seat—
and a very comfortable equivalent—
we let Spencer Street glide quietly
away., Breakfast, we discover, will be
on in the buffet car in half an hour. In
the club car, the hostess will serve us,
if we wish, with something light at
pleasant little half-moon tables in the
window. Spirits rise.

A leaflet describes the passing country.
There is a nostalgic feeling for the
clackety-clack over rail joints that acc-
ompanied us to school or the Christ-
mas family reunion. There is some-

RAIL travel, with relaxation at its very best, is assured in the Club Car of

The Daylight on the Melbourne—Albury section of the journey to Sydney.

Through wide windows the traveller is rewarded with pleasure-giving
pictures of the varied countryside.

thing down to earth about it, although,
nowadays, they seem to have cushioned
its impact with rubber and better springs.
The steam engines that once awed with
hissing, busy dominance and fascinating
wheel mechanisms are now, alas, dis-
appearing. Diesels are the thing. In-
deed, the Railways tell us that diesels
are part of the reason why we should
still go by train.

Seymour (change for Puckapunyal),
glides by and Mangalore (change for
ground transport southwards if Mel-
bourne airport foggy), and we are
racing into geo-history. Glenrowan,
sixty miles or so on, was the real hub of
the Ned Kelly country. There was no
Daylight express he could hold up and
get away in.

The ranges begin to show up on the
right, in relief to the flat miles. Mt.
Buffalo, the winter sports resort, is there,
and the higher peaks of Bogong, Feather-
top, and the rest are beyond. Wangar-
atta, looking fat and complacent around
its woollen mills and goodness knows
what other prosperous activity, looms
up and disappears astern.

The more immediate interest lies in
crossing the border. The people at
Albury station seem friendly, and speak
the same language. The worst that be-
falls is a compulsory change of trains.
It is an irksome exercise imposed by the
frontier-mindedness or, if you like,
State-sufficiency of a century ago, but
an exercise whose ordinance will lapse
when the Victorians have finished lay-
ing their standard track alongside the
broad gauge lines into Melbourne.
Passengers on night trains between
capitals will benefit most, and will,
maybe cock a joyous snook at Albury or,
more likely, sleep through it.
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And so, as the travelogue would in-
sist, we say farewell to the comfortable,
modern, diesel-hauled train that has
brought us thirty-two per cent of our
long journey, without stopping, in the
space of three hours and fifty minutes,
thus making it the fastest train in Aust-
ralia.

And step into another diesel-hauled
train, and the countryside enfolds us
again.

Soon there is a subtle difference. The
grass is a little browner and the land-
scape more undulating, more view-
making. Sheep are still about, but
wheat is more insistent. This, then,
is the rich eastern Riverina, and Wagga,

[ its hub.

Half way to Cootamundra, is the
Bethungra deviation which gives what
is called a “ compensated grade” up
the hill. That explains the sudden
apparent waywardness of the “Up”
line to Sydney, which wanders off to the
left and performs a complete circle of its
own to keep the grade negotiable by a
train with one locomotive instead of
(before 1946) two. Quiz-conscious read-
ers (if they have followed me as far as
this) will, I feel, be glad to know that the
deviation grade is one in sixty-six. A
diesel with a 300-ton train behind it
can now do it on its head.

Lines Reunited

Cootamundra, therefore, appears soon-
er than it used to, despite the turns and
twists that both “ Up” and ““ Down”
lines, reunited, pursue to avoid hills,
These hills, intermittently and some-
times intensively, go on for another
couple of hundred miles or so.

By this time, and wisely, lunch has
been negotiated.

But where were we ?  Granite bould-
ers, sheep, top-dressed pastures, erosion
scars and wide panoramas sweep past the
window. There is little sign of bustle,
or even of mild activity. Yet the
fruits of planning and labour are abund-
antly evident. There is an underlying
sense of purpose in the unfolding
countryside. Rural Australia, like the
train, 1s going places.

We weave on through still undulating
country, and as the sun is dipping, slide
slowly into Goulburn, where the Wollon-
dilly flows.

Across the Devonian slate of aeons to
Wingello, past the flowering orchards of
Penrose, and we begin to climb to Moss
Vale, Hereabouts are some of the old
volcanoes and lava flows that battered
primoridal Australia, long before the
dreaming time. The only hint is the

“lush growth.
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Bowral, a pretty little place with,
apparently, few disfiguring signs, where
Sir Donald Bradman first discovered
the variable but controllable relationship
between a bat and a ball, comes and goes.
The countryside, in the dusk, begins to
grow scrubby and rugged. We are on

Hawkesbury sandstone. Lights twinkle

Yass
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at Campbelltown, and more at Liver-
pool. We are making cracking pace
now on the straighter tracks of the
Sydney plain. Lidcombe, Strathfield
and electric suburban trains flash by.
We begin to slow down. Passengers
are moving. We creep into Central
Station, exactly one minute late.

ELECTRONIC apparatus being used by one of the ‘ backroom boys " for
testing a teleprinter.

Backroom Boys

ROM a neat workshop in the base-~
ment of Head Office, a five-man
unit gives expert maintenance

to an array of some really intricate office
and communication equipment used by

the V.R.

Time-recording clocks, watchmen’s tell-
tale clocks, adding machines, platform
ticket dispensers, dictaphone recording
equipment, addressographs, duplicating
machines and other office printing
equipment all add variety to the work.

Teleprinters, for the transmission of

telegrams, are also maintained by these
versatile machine fitters. Deceivingly
simple from their outside appearance,
the internal mechanism of a teleprinter
comprises an example of precision engin-
eering demanding highly skilled attention.

Fitter-in-Charge Tom Semmell and
his machine-fitters work at well-lighted
benches and have a modern 4 in. lathe,
radial drill, grinder and blowing equip-
ment to assist them.

He and his staff were all V.R. apprent-
ices. After serving their time, they
graduated through the raillway work-
shops at Spotswood to their present jobs.
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(Left) Every pole tells a story . . to linemen.
These markings indicate at a glance: 11—
mileage from Melbourne ; R—particular type

of_ circuit on pole; 15~——number of pole_ in
mileage section. (Right) Keeping the lines
of communication open.

ORKING at the top of 35 foot poles in all weathers,
Victorian Railway linemen are a race apart. Seldom
seen, this highly organized body of 150 men keeps the
4,400 miles of telephone, signal and power lines operated by
the railways in first class order,

Under the threat of damage by fire, flood, wind and other
causes, the lines demand constant supervision and to cope with
heavy maintenance, new construction and emergency, 13 flying
gangs are organized at strategic centres through-out the State.

Equipped with utility trucks, mob-
ile winches, and rail inspection cars,
they can be concentrated at any t-ouble
centre in the minimum of time.

Normal maintenance on both postal
and railway lines on railway poles is
carried out by district linemen who are
stationed at 17 depots. Their work
covers an area from Morkalla in the far
north-west to Orbost in the east, a dist-
ance, by rail, of 6334 miles.

A special line gang is working on the
north-east guage unification scheme.
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A reciprocal arrangement exists with
the postal department for railway com-
munication equipment on postal poles
being maintained by that department ;
railway linemen maintain postal lines on
railway poles.

Types of pole lines vary from those
carrying 40 wires on crossarms to poles,
in remote parts of the system, that
carry only a single wire.

High voltage transmission lines such
as the 6,600 volt line from Melbourne
to Geelong, and 2,200 volt lines from

Dandenong to Moe and Broadmeadows
to Albion are also controlled by rail-
way line stafl.

For many years most of the poles
used were wood. This meant constant
inspection as a guard against white ants,
rot and fire damage. The standard
test is to bore a hole in the pole about
one foot below surface level and, after
inspection, replug the hole with a creo-
soted wooden plug. Condemned poles
are marked with a cross cut with the |
tomahawk.
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Latest practice is to use old rails no
longer serviceable for tracks. Not only
does this reduce initial cost to an absol-
ute minimum, but the resulting life is
far superior than with the wooden pole.

Before they become fully fledged
linemen, railway staff are trained for
six weeks at the Newport Line School.
Poles with cross arms, giving the
various arrangements of lines, provide
practical working experience. Instruct-
ion in belt work, use of ladders, knotting
and wire jointing are also covered ex-
haustively.

Digging Holes

The erection of poles is demonstrated
in a concrete hole. This is filled with
soil so that a proper pole hole can be
dug and a pole erected. The pole is
then lowered and the hole filled in so

that further demonstration holes can be -

dug without, as the instructor says,
“losing the original hole.”

Apart from small boys throwing
sundry pieces of wire and metal across
the conductors, resulting in short cir-
cuits, the main source of trouble to line-
men Is bird life. Nests built on cross
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arms are quite common, whilst the
fondness of magpies for scraps of fencing
wire which they drop on phone lines
causes frequent expressions of annoyance
from overworked linemen.

Typical of the many jobs carried out
by linemen in the normal course of duty
was the re-routing of the wires from
their old location at Bonnie Do